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Dear Issues, Etc. Journal Reader, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus. 

For this edition of the Journal, I bring you part two of an essay, “Better Than Good: Failed 
Attempts to Improve on the Gospel,” in which I outline the myths of Gospel reductionism. 

In the Wittenberg Trail feature, Joy Pullmann, managing editor of The Federalist, tells us 
about her journey away from the experience of charismatic Christianity, and how she found 
what she was looking for in confessional Lutheranism. 

You’ll also find a list of our generous sponsoring congregations at the end of the Journal. 

Enjoy this edition of the Journal.  
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Better Than Good  

Failed Attempts to Improve on the Gospel 
Part 2 

 
by Todd Wilken 

	  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. —2 Tim. 3:16–17 

In the last edition of the Journal, I wrote about some common myths 

regarding the Gospel that attempt to improve upon the biblical Gospel: 

• The Gospel is “God loves you anyway.” 
• The Gospel is any good news. 
• The Gospel frees you to do what you want.  

In the second half of this essay, we are going to look at some attempts to improve 

on the biblical Gospel by, in effect, making the Gospel the only thing God has to 

say.  

This approach to the Gospel and to Scripture has been called “Gospel 

reductionism.” Simply put, Gospel reductionism is a method of interpreting 
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Scripture that tries to reduce the message of Scripture to the Gospel and only the 

Gospel. All other teachings are retained, reinterpreted or simply dismissed based 
upon whether or not they are judged to be in agreement with the Gospel. 

Historically, this approach to Scripture has wreaked havoc on the Bible and its 

teachings. It usually ends up dispensing with many biblical doctrines that are judged 

too Law-based or oriented. And since all theology is reduced to the Gospel, it 

inevitably requires the Gospel to do the work of the Law. The next myth is a clear 

example of this. 

Myth: The Gospel produces repentance. 

Lutheran theology has a very careful definition of repentance: 

Now, repentance consists properly of these two parts: One is contrition, that 
is, terrors smiting the conscience through the knowledge of sin; the other is 
faith, which is born of the Gospel, or of absolution, and believes that for 
Christ's sake, sins are forgiven, comforts the conscience, and delivers it from 
terrors.  1

Notice that repentance isn’t merely contrition, nor merely faith, but both contrition 

and faith. This definition of repentance distinguishes Christian repentance from what 

the Bible calls “worldly sorrow.”  It also emphasizes that repentance is God’s work, 2

produced by God alone, through His Word of both Law and Gospel (namely that 
the Law is how God produces the knowledge of sin and the Gospel is how God 

produces faith in Christ). 

However, if one is reluctant to speak God’s Law, one might attempt to recruit 

the Gospel to do the Law’s job. Televangelist Joel Osteen is one such person. 

Osteen is infamous for his hesitancy to discuss sin. This is his solution for producing 
repentance without the Law: 

Listen, don’t dangle people over the fires of hell. Listen, that doesn’t draw 
people to God. They know what kind of life they live. They know how bad 
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they’ve lived. What you’ve got to do is talk about the goodness of God. 
Listen, it's the goodness of God that brings people to repentance.  3

Osteen says that it is not God’s Law that brings people to repentance but God’s 

“goodness,” the Gospel. But Osteen is paraphrasing, taking out of context and 
misapplying a verse from Paul’s letter to the Romans:  

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the 
judge, practice the very same things. We know that the judgment of God 
rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O man—you 
who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that 
you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on the riches of 
his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 
is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  4

According to Paul, God’s kindness that leads to repentance does not 

exclude the preaching of the Law; it includes and requires it. It is, in fact, part of 

God’s “kindness and forbearance and patience” that He continues to warn 

unbelievers about His wrath and righteous judgment through His Law. In other 

words, this verse does not teach that God produces repentance by the Gospel, 
apart from His Law.  

But Osteen is hardly alone in this mistake. The aforementioned Luther scholar 

Gerhard Forde has this rather convoluted way of describing how repentance is best 

produced: 
If justification by faith alone is death and resurrection, then it is the 
proclamation of that justification itself that does the deed we are looking for. It 
is the proclamation itself that puts to death and raises up —at one and the 
same time. …One would depend rather upon the unconditional word itself to 
do the job. It is the very unconditionality, the “nothing to be done,” itself that 
administers the coup de grace, because it kills and makes alone at once. The 
preacher, that it, leads from strength, announcing the unconditional word, 
knowing that in the first instance it is not going to be heard as Gospel by the 
Old Being because it an attack on the ego, the beginning of the end, so that 
the new can start.  5
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Forde argues that the preaching of the Law, rather than producing contrition or a 

knowledge of sin, “usually ends up just prolonging the agony of the Old Adam.”  6

Instead, he suggests preaching the “unconditional word” of justification by faith 

alone, which “is not going to be heard as gospel by the old being” but rather as an 

attack on his ego.  

In other words, Forde, like Osteen, is suggesting that instead of preaching 

the Law to produce contrition and a knowledge of sin, we preach the Gospel.  For 7

Osteen, such preaching is intended to persuade the unrepentant to repent in view 

of God’s goodness. In Forde, such preaching of the Gospel-for-contrition is 

designed as an attack on the unbeliever’s self-confidence. It’s difficult to decide 

which of these versions of the myth, “The Gospel produces repentance,” is worse.  

Would that the myth stopped with Forde, but it doesn’t. One of Forde’s  

disciples Tullian Tchvidjian also describes the effect of grace, or the Gospel, in terms 
usually associated with the effects of the Law: 

Grace turns our world upside down. It disrespects our values, pops the 
bubble of our self-righteousness, suspends reciprocity, and introduces 
chaos. It throws our to-do lists out the window.  8

The truth, whether we admit it or not, is that grace scares us to death. It 
scares us primarily because it wrestles control and manageability out of our 
hands –introducing chaos and freedom.  9

Nowhere does Scripture say that grace does anything other than bring comfort and 

assurance to the troubled conscience. The Word of God that “turns our world 

upside down…disrespects our values…pops the bubble of our self-righteousness” 

is God’s Word of Law. This way of speaking about grace is now common, even 
among our fellow Lutherans: a grace that scares, ruins, disrupts, destroys and even 

kills. This confuses the effects of the Gospel with those of the Law and represents a 

profound confusion of the two.  10
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Myth: The Gospel is the only thing that really matters.  

When Gospel reductionism first appeared in Lutheran circles in the 20th 
century, it did not at first suggest a conflict between Scripture and the Gospel. It 

began by adopting a subtle confusion that would later result in the utter devastation 

of Lutheran theology among those who adopted it. It was the confusion of the 

formal and material principles of theology.  

This is one of theology’s most basic distinctions—not as famous as the 

distinction between Law and Gospel but equally important in its own way. The 
formal principle of theology describes the authoritative source of all theology: Holy 

Scripture. The material principle of theology describes the central message of all 

theology: the Gospel. A simple trick for remembering the two is the formal principle 

is that which “informs” theology, and the material principle is that which “matters 

most” in theology.  

When Gospel reductionism first appeared in Lutheran circles, it adopted a 

confusion of the formal and material principles of theology. In particular, it asserted 

that the Gospel ought to be the formal principle, the authoritative source of 

theology. It proposed that the Gospel should replace Scripture as the source and 

norm of all theological truth. This was an attempt to make the Gospel the only thing 
that matters. 

At first, this might sound like a good thing. After all, doesn’t Lutheran 

theology center on the Gospel? Yes, it does. Aren’t all doctrines related to the 

Gospel? Yes, they are. But the Gospel isn’t and can’t be the source and norm of all 

theology. Why? Because while the Gospel teaches the most important revealed 

truth, the Gospel doesn’t teach all revealed truth. Far from it. In other words, God 
has revealed many other things other than the Gospel, the primary example being 

the Law. If the Gospel is made the source and norm of all theology, then either the 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org


!8

Gospel must teach the Law or the Law must be dismissed as contrary to Gospel. It 

should come as no surprise that Gospel reductionism arrived at both of these 
conclusions. 

This also might seem like an arcane or technical point, but it’s difficult to 

underestimate the damage this simple confusion has done in American Christianity. 

The theological offspring of the first Lutheran Gospel reductionists is the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Why does the ELCA today permit the 

ordination of women and homosexuals, support for abortion, affirmation of the 
LGBTQ+ agenda and the denial of virtually every doctrine of Scripture? They do it in 

the name of the Gospel. They do it because the Gospel, not Scripture, was made 

their final authority. The ELCA is a case study in how Gospel reductionism has 

successfully pitted the Gospel against Scripture. 

Am I saying that the Gospel, the Good News of forgiveness of sins because 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection, produced all these errors? Quite the contrary. 

Gospel reductionism forces the Gospel to do something it was never intended to 

do. The Gospel was never intended to be the source and final authority for 

theology; Scripture was. The Gospel simply couldn’t do what the Gospel 

reductionists wanted it to do. 

In the 1960s and 70s, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) fought 

its “battle for the Bible,” which was in large part an attempt to correct this confusion 

of the formal and material principles in its own ranks. In a 1972 document, the 

LCMS concluded, 

Lutheran theology does not appeal to the Gospel in such a way as to 
relativize the rest of the Scriptures. Gospel is not norm in the Scriptures in 
such a way as to make only the Gospel the norm of theology. This is a 
"Gospel reductionism" that Lutherans condemn as a repudiation of the 
authority of the Scriptures. 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and 

God has joined Gospel and Scripture together in an inseparable unity. 
Lutheran theology which is loyal to the Confessions understands the relation 
between Scripture and Gospel as follows: Scripture is to Gospel as source is 
to summary; or, Gospel is to Scripture as summary is to source. God had 
given us the Gospel in the Scriptures. What God has joined together, 
Lutheran theology does not put asunder. Much less does confessional 
Lutheran theology pit Gospel against Scripture, or Scripture against 
Gospel.  11

 
In the end, gospel reductionism proved to be an enemy of both Scripture and the 
biblical Gospel. Scripture was abandoned as the final authority for theology. The 

“gospel” of gospel reductionism ended up being reduced to nothing more than a 

permissive moral code of niceness, affirmation and celebration of anything and 

everything. Then and today, the Gospel is the ultimate casualty of gospel 

reductionism. In an attempt to make the Gospel the only thing that matters, gospel 

reductionism first abandons Scripture and then second—and inevitably—it 
abandons the Gospel. 

Myth: The Gospel trumps the text. 

This myth is closely related to the previous myth, but it has to do how 

particular passages of Scripture are explained, or more often than not, explained 
away by Gospel reductionism. 

If the Gospel is all that matters and is the norm of all theology, it stands to 

reason that any passage of Scripture must interpreted according to the Gospel.  

Again, at first this might sound like a good thing. Doesn’t all Scripture point to 

Jesus and His saving work? Yes, directly or indirectly. But that is a very different 
thing than interpreting any given text of Scripture according to the Gospel. That is a 
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very different thing than using the Gospel to trump the text of Scripture. Two 

examples will suffice.  

First, consider an understandable but mistaken reading of the Ten 

Commandments. Grammatically, the Ten Commandments are not imperatives but 

future indicatives, not stated as commands but simple statements in their 

grammatical form. Based on this observation, some have concluded that the Ten 

Commandments aren’t really commandments at all; they are Gospel promises, 

future statements of how God’s people will live. “You will have no other gods before 
me. You will not misuse the name of the Lord your God,” etc. It is said that this is 

how we should understand the Ten Commandments according to the Gospel.  12

This reading, while giving lip service to the grammar of the text, completely 

ignores the context of the texts wherein we find the Ten Commandments. This 

context shows that these indicative statements are given as commands requiring 
obedience and forbidding disobedience. The Gospel, as important as it is for 

understanding the Ten Commandments, cannot be used as an excuse to ignore, 

overturn or explain away their text and context.  

Second, ponder a more blatant reinterpretation of the qualifications for 

holding the pastoral office. The apostle Paul provides a rather lengthy list of 
qualifications aspiring pastors must meet: 

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 
desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a 
lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? He must not 
be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.  13

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org


!11

Here, Paul’s language is unambiguous: “an overseer must be…He must…He 

must not…he must.” Paul seems to be under the impression that there are 
necessary qualifications for the pastoral office.  Despite this, a novel idea is floating 

around, even among Lutheran pastors, that the apostle Paul is not actually setting a 

standard by which a man's fitness for the pastoral office is evaluated. Instead, Paul 

is merely reminding all of us that no one is really fit for the office and reminding 

pastors that none of them are fit either.  In other words, Paul is only accusing 14

pastors and aspiring pastors of being disqualified. If anyone is a pastor, it is only 
because his disqualifications have been forgiven by God. Therefore, to deny a man 

entrance (or restoration) to the pastoral office based on his failure to meet Paul’s list 

of qualifications is to deny him God’s forgiveness. 

What about Paul's unambiguous words, “an overseer must be…He must…He 

must not…he must…”? They are explained away as nothing but the Law’s 
accusations, just a more detailed version of “all have sinned,” to be answered by 

the Gospel. This assumes that since the primary purpose of the Scriptures is to 

proclaim Law and Gospel, the only legitimate question to address to a biblical text 

is: “How can the text be used to confront the sinner with God's judgment and 

mercy?”  This has the effect of robbing Scripture of any instructive power or value.  15

What would this reading of Paul’s qualifications mean in actual practice? If a 

pastor commits adultery with a parishioner, the Church would have no basis for 

disqualifying him unless it were willing to disqualify every pastor. There would be no 

reason to prevent him from returning to the pulpit and no imaginable circumstance 

that could lead to permanent removal from the office.  It would also mean that the 16

Church has grievously erred and denied forgiveness to countless men denied 
entrance into, or removed from, the pastoral office. You can begin to see what 

happens when the Gospel is used to trump the text.  
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Of course, this reading of the text is a classic example of confusing our 

standing coram Deo (before God) with coram hominibus (before men). Paul is not 
describing how a man is determined to be fit before God. He is describing how a 

man is determined to be fit before men. In this case, Paul’s list of qualifications 

make perfect sense, as does the Church’s historic practice of applying them to 

pastors and would-be pastors. The Gospel declares a man forgiven all his sins 

before God. The Gospel cannot be used to explain away the texts that list clear 

qualifications for the pastoral office.  

Another way the Gospel is used to trump the text is in Christian preaching. 

Paul writes,  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. I charge you in the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: preach the Word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.  17

The ultimate, indispensable task of Christian preaching is to confront the 

sinner with God's judgment and mercy. But is this the only task of Christian 

preaching? According to the Apostle, no. Paul does include reproof and rebuke, but 
he also includes exhortation, correction, training in righteousness, equipping for 

good works, and teaching. Again, God's judgment and mercy to the sinner is the 

ultimate, indispensable message. But what then happens to preaching when the 

only legitimate question permitted of a biblical text is “How can the text be used to 

confront the sinner with God's judgment and mercy?” It ceases to be textual. The 
Gospel is used to trump the text. Every text of Scripture is viewed as having three 

elements: Law that only accuses, Gospel, and the other stuff. The actual content of 

that “other stuff” isn’t particularly important. Whatever it may be, its only possible 

purpose is to show the hearers their sin.  If not, it can safely be ignored. Whatever a 
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text may say apart the Gospel is shoehorned into the message, “this is how you 

have sinned,” or it is disregarded. 

I know this. For decades, this is exactly how I appoached a text to be 

preached, regardless of the text. The one and only question I asked was, “How can 

this text be used to confront the sinner with God's judgment and mercy?” Does this 

mean that I was misinterpreting the text? No. In many cases, I wasn’t interpreting 

the text at all. I was picking out the Gospel bits and leaving the rest uninterpreted 

and unpreached. I was applying a predetermined filter to the text —a filter that 
permitted only one message to emerge. That message itself was faithful to the text 

in terms of judgment and mercy, but it wasn’t faithful to the text regarding anything 

else the text had to say to the hearers.  

I found that, in the end, the particular texts weren’t very important. Any text 

would do. The text became just an obligatory starting point, not the actual content 
of my preaching. In my case, this kind of preaching led to a preaching of the Law 

that was disconnected from the text and therefore an abstract view of sin. Even 

worse, this kind of preaching led to a preaching of the Gospel that was also 

disconnected from the text and therefore an abstract view of the Gospel. 

God delivers His Word of Law and Gospel through the particular texts of 
Scripture, and in no other way. When the Gospel is used to trump the those texts, 

God’s Word is silenced in the name of the Gospel. 

Myth: The Gospel is the only way that Christians can address issues of 

doctrine and practice in the Church. 

	 You may have begun to suspect that the previous myth is but one example of 
a larger misconception regarding the Gospel, namely that the Gospel is the only 

legitimate way to address any issue in the Church. This approach argues that we 
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need to find “Gospelly” ways to deal with errors in doctrine and practice. Certainly 

we ought to deal with errors in doctrine and practice with kindness and patience, 
but does the Gospel provide correction for errors in doctrine and practice? No, it 

doesn’t. 

This again is a confusion of the formal and material principles of theology. 

Remember: While every doctrine points to the Gospel, we don’t argue every 

doctrine from the Gospel. The Gospel was never intended to be used that way. 

When errors in doctrine and practice arise in the Church, we don’t consult the 
Gospel to find a corrective. We consult and apply whatever Scripture speaks 

directly to the error. 

Examples may be found in the issues of the ordination of women or closed 

Communion. In a recently online discussion of the all-male pastorate in the LCMS, 

one participant referred to appeals to Paul’s prohibition as “prooftexting,” asking, 
“Can’t we discuss this subject without quoting Paul?” But the fact is that the basis 

for ordaining only men to the pastoral office is based largely on Paul’s prohibition 

against women publicly teaching and preaching in the Church. The basis for 

ordaining only men to the pastoral office is not the Gospel, and the doctrine cannot 

be derived from the Gospel. Search as you may, you will not find a “Gospelly” way 
of arguing the point. The same is true of closed Communion. The basis for this 

teaching and practice is not the Gospel and cannot be derived from the Gospel. Its 

basis is, among other things, Paul’s explicit warning against unworthily eating the 

body and blood of Christ. Try as you may, you will not find a “Gospelly” way of 

arguing the point. 

There are two possible outcomes from trying to establish every doctrine from 
the Gospel. On one hand, you misrepresent what Scripture actually teaches on the 

subject by avoiding the passages that teach the doctrine in question. On the other 
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hand, you might conclude that the doctrine in question just isn’t really that 

important since it can’t be established by the Gospel. Gospel reductionists of the 
past quickly drew both of these conclusions depending on the doctrine. 

Martin Luther leaves us a great example to follow in his 1529 debate with 

Ulrich Zwingli on the subject of the Lord’s Supper. Luther based his position and 

argument entirely on Christ’s words of institution:one text. Luther understood that 

Christ’s bodily presence was established in several places in Scripture, but when 

challenged to demonstrate this doctrine, Luther stuck to the clearest text.  

Granted, some biblical doctrines are established in part or entirely by the 

Gospel itself, but not all are. Certainly you can show how these teachings and 

practices are related to the Gospel, the center of all doctrine and practice, but to 

instruct and correct the Church on all doctrine and practice, we need all of 

Scripture. Again, while every doctrine points to and serves the purpose of the 
Gospel, we don’t argue every doctrine from the Gospel. 

The Gospel is the best news there is. There is no need to improve it. The 

Gospel does what no other word can do: It declares you forgiven for Jesus’ sake, 

works saving faith and produces a life filled with good works for your neighbor. 

There is no need to make the Gospel do the work of the Law or serve as the basis 
for every doctrine. Every attempt to improve the Gospel diminishes the Gospel.  

What is the danger of Gospel reductionism past and present? It isn’t that it 

focuses too much on the Gospel. The real danger of Gospel reductionism is that it 

has forgotten that all of Scripture is already focused on the Gospel. Gospel 

reductionism pits the Gospel against Scripture—against Scripture’s word of Law, 

against Scripture’s doctrines and against Scripture’s texts.  

The heart, center, and ultimate message of the Bible is that God wishes to be 
gracious to sinners for Christ's sake. Unless one hears this voice of the 
Gospel, that is, the voice from heaven speaking absolution to terrified 
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consciences, the whole point and purpose of the Scriptures has been 
missed.  18

Ironically, this is exactly what Gospel reductionism does: It misses the point 

and purpose of Scripture,not by failing to hear the Gospel but by regarding 
Scripture’s word of Law, Scripture’s doctrines and Scripture’s texts as enemies of 

the Gospel. Tragically, in an attempt to protect the Gospel from these supposed 

enemies, Gospel reductionism undermines the Gospel. Gospel reductionism simply 

fails to understand that Scripture and all it teaches are given by God for the purpose 

of proclaiming the Gospel. Scripture and all it teaches are the Gospel’s best allies. 

No More Myths 

In the course of the last three essays, I have laid out myths regarding God’s 

Law and myths regarding God’s Gospel. My list wasn’t difficult to compile because, 

as I have said, I have entertained most of these misconceptions at one time or 

another. My list isn’t comprehensive, nor are all these myths held by everyone who 
has been influenced by, flirts with or buys into gospel reductionism. Some of these 

myths are more common, some less. Some are more obvious, some less. Some 

are more immediately dangerous to one’s theology, some less. Some can linger in a 

pastor’s or layperson’s thinking for years without doing any great damage. However, 

none of them are harmless. 

I am sure that most of those who have been influenced by, flirt with or buy 

into gospel reductionism don’t realize the danger of these myths. They sincerely 

believe that they are emphasizing and magnifying the biblical Gospel. You might be 

just such a person. Part of my goal in writing this is to warn you. These myths do 

not lead you or others closer to the comfort of the Gospel. They will lead you and 

others away from that comfort. 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org


!17

The Apostle says, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 

a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the Word of truth.”  19

This is why the ability to recognize and reject these myths is so important. When 

Christians talk about “Law and Gospel” we aren’t talking about abstract concepts; 

we are talking about the Scriptures themselves, God’s Word of truth. The Lutheran 

reformers saw this: 

We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between the Law and the 
Gospel is to be maintained in the Church with great diligence as an especially 
brilliant light, by which, according to the admonition of St. Paul, the Word of 
God is rightly divided.  20

 
These myths employ Law and Gospel not as a light, that “the Scriptures of the holy 
prophets and apostles may be properly explained and understood,”  but as a way 21

of ultimately obscuring Scripture. Whenever Scripture is obscured—whether by 

disparaging God’s Law or attempting to improve on God’s Gospel—Christ is 

obscured. Whenever Christ is obscured, “the merit of Christ is obscured and 

troubled consciences are robbed of their comfort.”  22

 AC, VII, 2–6.1

 2 Cor. 7:10, “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 2

grief produces death.”
 Joel Osteen, "What the Resurrection Means to Us as Believers" cited by Philip Sinitiere, Salvation with a 3

Smile: Joel Osteen, Lakewood Church, and American Christianity (New York: New York University: 2015), 
223.
 Rom. 2:1–5.4

 Gerhard Forde, Justification by Faith, a Matter of Death and Life (Mifflintown: Sigler Press, 1990), 93. 5

Elsewhere Forde writes, “Just the sheer and unconditional announcement ‘You have died!’ the 
uncompromising insistence that there is nothing to do now, that God has made his last ‘move’ just that, and 
that alone, is what puts the old being to death, precisely because there is nothing for the old being to do.” 
Forde, Christian Spirituality: Five Views of Sanctification, (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press 1988), 234. 
Paul Althaus also entertains the idea of the Gospel doing the work of the Law and vice versa: “For Luther, 
then, God's word can, in the final analysis, definitely not be categorized into law and gospel. The one and the 
same word strikes sinful man as both law and gospel... This one and the same gospel lead to repentance 
and to faith, to despair and to peace... The Gospel carries out the work of the law on a man by making him 
guilty.” Paul Althaus, The Theology of Martin Luther, Robert Schultz, trans. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1966), 
264–5.
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 Ibid.6

 Forde’s suggestion is a textbook tenent of antinomianism. At the time of the Lutheran Reformation, 7

Joannes Agricola taught that the Gospel, not the Law, produces contrition: “Repentance consists in this, that 
the heart of man, experiencing the kindness of God which calls us to Christ and presents us with His grace, 
turns about, apprehends God's grace, thanks Him heartily for having spared it so graciously, begins to 
repent, and to grieve heartily and sorrowfully on account of its sins, wishes to abstain from them, and 
renounces its former sinful life.” And, “The Law merely rebukes sin, and that, too, without the Holy Spirit; 
hence it rebukes to damnation." And, “There is need of a doctrine which does not only condemn with great 
efficacy, but which saves at the same time; this, however, is the Gospel, a doctrine which teaches conjointly 
repentance and remission of sins.” Fredrick Bente, “Historical Introductions to the Lutheran Confessions,” in 
Triglot Concordia (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), 169.
 Tullian Tchividjian, One Way Love (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2013), 182.8

 https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/tullian/2011/10/11/grace-without-buts-and-brakes/9

 Sometimes the confusion of the effect of the Gospel with those of the Law is the result of mere sloppy 10

descriptions of the two or attempts to portray grace and the Gospel as edgy or revolutionary. Here are 
examples from two Lutheran blogs: ”Good preaching announces and delivers the answer. Christ was greater 
than your sins. Yes, yours—specifically you. He’s not bringing them up on that day because they’ve been 
dealt with already, on the cross, by Jesus. Because of blood already shed on your behalf, you have been, are 
now, and, thus will be declared not guilty. But, I’m afraid, it is this sort of preaching that utterly terrifies us. 
And it should! I mean, just think of the audacity of someone telling you now what God will say then! Where 
does a preacher get off posting the results before we actually experience the Last Day? If you preach like 
this, it is suggested, you’ll ruin the watching experience. It ruins all of the moral, spiritual, and intellectual 
projects I’ve engaged in to prepare myself for the end. It ruins all of my aspirations of thinking that my life is 
going to have some kind of impact on that final verdict. This sort of preaching doesn’t just ruin the end; it 
ruins me!” (https://thejaggedword.com/2016/08/12/preaching-ruins-everything/) “Grace calls B.S. on any 
theology that focuses more on what you do than what’s been done…. May God wreck us with his Word of 
Law and remind us that we’re not as good as we think we are. When the Law does its work, it will make us 
honest. The Law will cut through the images we’ve created for ourselves to reveal what’s 
inside.” (www.christholdfast.org/blog/calling-bull-on-theology)

 The Commission on Theology and Church Relations, Gospel and Scripture: The Interrelationship of the 11

Formal and Material Principles in Lutheran Theology, November 1972, 10, 21.
 Best-selling author Perry Noble went to far as the rewrite the commandments based on a similar 12

argument: https://perrynoble.com/blog/the-10-commandments-sayings-or-promises
 1 Tim. 3:1–7.13

 http://www.200proofgospel.com/2015/06/youre-not-fit-for-ministry.html 14

 CTCR, Gospel and Scripture, 13.15

 This is not an exaggeration; the argument has actually been made that restoring such a pastor would be 16

following Jesus example of healing on the Sabbath and “a splendid example of grace and forgiveness in 
action.” “…consider the pastor who divorces his wife, marries the woman he had the affair with, and then 
suggests to the elders of the church that their allowing him to remain in the pulpit would be a splendid 
example of grace and forgiveness in action.” 
https://thefirstpremise.wordpress.com/2015/09/27/sermon-on-luke-1411-jesus-is-bad-news-for-good-
manners/”

 2 Tim. 3:16-4:2.17

 CTCR, Gospel and Scripture, 6.18

 2 Tim. 2:15.19

 Ep. V, 2.20

 SD, V, 1.21

 Ibid.22
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Wittenberg Trail:  
How I Became a Confessional Lutheran 

by Joy Pullmann 
 

As a child, I was taught to be deeply suspicious of liturgical churches. Both 
my parents are cradle Catholics who became charismatic evangelicals during their 
courtship. So, because most of our family on both sides remained Catholic, I was 
regularly exposed to a historic liturgy by attending baptisms, weddings and 
funerals.  

When it came time for the Sacrament, my six siblings and I sat quietly in the 
pew as my parents had instructed instead of filing up to the front of the church with 
our extended family and their fellow congregants. I remember piously congratulating 
myself that we were not “religious” like our Catholic family and friends—those poor, 
misguided souls who only had boring old hymns to sing instead of exciting 1960s-
style rock ballads.  

You see, we believed in the freedom of the Spirit, not a dead, dry, formal 
religion. In our churches, people danced, fell down and raised their hands, and you 
could never tell how long the service would be. It was all up to the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes He would keep us there all day.  

This is how I thought as a child, but as I grew older, things got more 
complicated. Underlying all the religious excitement was a deep restlessness. Our 
churches were fractious because people came precisely to feel a spiritual high. 
Once they got their hit, they moved on. We began to attend churches in bursts, 
floating here and there for a few years or even months at a time. It unsettled me. I 
wanted a spiritual home. Life was unstable enough to transfer that instability to the 
one domain that ought to offer eternal surety. 
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The religious enthusiasm also weighed on me. I felt emotionally manipulated 
by my peers, family, pastors and other religious leaders. Why should my feelings be 
the standard by which to measure God’s presence, let alone truth? How was it just 
to imply that a person with a quieter, less suggestible personality is less affected by 
God “moving” (whatever that means)? 

Desperate for spiritual highs, my family and many of our friends made regular 
pilgrimages to “revivals” across North America—places the Spirit had gone, I guess, 
because he apparently wasn’t with us all the time. Or at least not with us all the way 
all the time. We were to believe that the Holy Spirit spoke to us directly with 
personal advice, like a sort of combined personal therapist and horoscope reader. 

People who couldn’t make sense of these insults to God’s character were 
considered lower forms of Christians—not openly, of course, but all by suggestion 
and implication. It was the logical conclusion of their thoughtworld. It led to absurd 
things like people insisting God had “told them” to do things like wear two different 
colors of socks or send money to this particular preacher. More darkly, it caused 
people to despair of salvation or God’s love because they didn’t feel forgiven or 
couldn’t rid themselves of besetting sins. 

In college, this kind of emotional manipulation and doublespeak began to 
weigh on me more deeply. I started to compare what the charismatics said with 
what the Bible says, and the charismatics kept coming up short. They seemed to 
ignore or explain away big chunks of the Bible, such as commandments to attend 
church and beware of false prophets. Why were we focusing so much on “saving 
the world for Christ” when the church couldn’t even save its own children for 
Christ? As churches focused more and more on emotional appeals and fund drives 
for “reaching the lost,” their congregants’ own children were losing their faith. I 
watched it happen to scores of my own friends. How, I wondered, could these folks 
“save the lost” in Africa or Detroit when they couldn’t even save the lost in their own 
pews? 
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Providentially, I landed at one of the few good colleges left, so as I filled in 
more knowledge about world history, I became enthralled with the beauty of old 
things, with the sense of belonging one can develop by joining a specific set of 
traditions people have been preserving for centuries. It was a comfort to someone 
who felt spiritually homeless. College opened the wonders of history to me for the 
first time, and this deepened my love of and desire to know the church’s heritage. 
For this was—is—my heritage now too. 

Historic churches no longer seemed “religious” and “stuffy;” they seemed 
beautiful. Their mystery now attracted rather than repelled me. They had a depth I 
felt I could spend my whole life searching out. So I started to look into specific 
Christian faith traditions, starting with Catholics. Because of my parents’ hostility to 
the tradition they’d spurned, I didn’t tell them. I inquired alone. 

Even so, my parents shaped my spiritual inquiry by having taught me as a 
young child to treasure the Bible and trust it as true, every word. Although I wanted 
very much to connect myself to the historic Christian church, I just couldn’t get over 
all the things the Catholic Church teaches that aren’t in the Bible. (Sorry, Catholics. 
Love you anyway.) As fate—or perhaps the Holy Spirit?—would have it, I knew a 
few conservative Lutherans. One handed me Gene Edward Veith’s The Spirituality 
of the Cross. 

After that, it was over. I kept re-reading that thin little book, saying to myself, 
“But I already believe this! Is this Lutheran?” It took an inquiry class with a local 
pastor to help get me through infant Baptism and the real presence, but largely he 
just had to show me how the Bible says “Baptism now saves you” and “This IS My 
body.” I was done with people trying to interpret away God’s plain Word. He said it. 
I believe it. The end. 

It was a comfort to think that I didn’t have to get a specific “word from God” 
about every single thing in my life and muddle about in perpetual worry that I could 
be misunderstanding Him and thus accidentally committing colossal, irredeemable 
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blunders. God has already given me all the sure and certain words He thinks I need. 
On the rest, I’m free to decide what socks I wear, what man I marry, what job offer 
I’ll accept. What a paradox that accepting limits to God’s Word actually creates 
rather than stifles one’s sense of freedom. 

That dear pastor the Rev. Roger James confirmed me, and then I was a 
Lutheran. When I “came out” to my parents, they nearly disowned me. It cost me 
my wedding, many sleepless nights and much else. But there, as a confessional 
Lutheran, I stood. I could do no other. 

Perhaps now you can see why the historic liturgy is such a treasure to me, a 
person who has been fed Christianity broth for most of her life instead of the meat. 
The Word and Sacrament truly do feed my soul, and their faithful administration 
according to centuries of Christian tradition protects me from feeling spiritually 
manipulated again. It’s so important to us that the availability of a church that offers 
us and our children this feast perpetually was a deciding factor when my husband 
and I discussed moving from Washington D.C. to Fort Wayne, Ind. 

We are blessed beyond measure to attend Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
downtown Fort Wayne. It’s a singular church within a singular expression of the 
ancient Christian faith. Praise be to God for taking His spiritually homeless child and 
giving her a home in His own Church, where He feeds her His own precious body 
and blood for life everlasting. 

 
 
 
Joy Pullmann is the managing editor of The Federalist.  
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Dear Issues, Etc. Listener: 

Thank you for helping us end the year in the black for the ninth consecutive year in 2016. One of the reasons 
we can do this is our listeners’ faithful giving through our monthly or annual giving program, the Issues, Etc. 
Reformation Club.  

Please consider supporting this worldwide outreach by joining or upgrading your membership in the Issues, 
Etc. Reformation Club in 2017. Join at any of four levels: 

CONFESSOR 
($25/month, $250/year) 
“I Have Issues” t-shirt 

Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” by Pastor Matt Harrison 

APOLOGIST 
($50/month, $500/year) 
“I Have Issues” t-shirt 

Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
2 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

REFORMER 
($100/month, $1,000/year) 

“I Have Issues” t-shirt 
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
4 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

Bi-monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast 

PATRON 
($200/month, $2,000/year) 

“I Have Issues” t-shirt 
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
6 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

Bi-monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast 
Your Church’s contact Information posted at our website (IE 300) 

To join the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club, click here, email craig@issuesetc.org or call (618) 
223-8385. Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., past, present and future, and thanks for listening. 

Wir sind alle Bettler, 

Todd Wilken, host 
Issues, Etc.  

www.issuesetc.org
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Find a Church 

ALABAMA 

Hope Lutheran Church 
Rev. R. Daniel Carlson 
Rev. Dr. Carl Beckwith 
4800 Montevallo Rd 
Birmingham, AL 35210  
205-956-1930 

St.Paul Lutheran Church 
Rev. John Bussman 
513 4th Ave SE 
Cullman, AL 35055  
256-734-3575 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. William Parsons III 
200 S Section St  
Fairhope, AL 36532  
251-928-839 

ARIZONA 

Catalina Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Morehouse 
15855 N. Twin Lakes Dr. 
Tucson, AZ 85739  
520-825-9255 

CALIFORNIA 

 
Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Ronald Hodel 
Rev. Jeremy Rhode  
34381 Calle Portola  
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624  
949-496-1901 

Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Jordan 
750 Moss Ave 
Chico, CA 95926 
530-342-6085   

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Payne 
922 San Dimas Ave 
San Dimas CA 91773 
909-394-4555  

Lutheran Church of Our Savior  
Rev. Dennis Bestul 
Rev. John Bestul 
5825 Bollinger Rd 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
408-252-0345 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Ledic  
2305 Camino Tassajara 
Danville, CA 94506  
925-736-2270 

Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Rev Jeffrey Horn 
1087 W Country Club Ln 
Escondido CA 92026 
760-743-2478 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev John Berg 
3800 Beard RD 
Fremont CA 94555 
510-793-8691 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Gregory Young 
4672 North Cedar Ave 
Fresno, CA 93726 
559-222-2320 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Bruce von Hindenburg 
902 Maple St 
Inglewood, CA 90301 
310-671-7644 

St. Luke's Lutheran 
Rev Mark Menacher 
5150 Wilson St 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
619-463-6633 
St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Brandon Jones 
2283 Palo Verde Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
562-596-4409 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. Dan Kistler 
4400 Cabrillo Hwy  
Pacifica, CA 94044 
650-359-1550 

Christ the King Lutheran 
Rev Wiley Smith 
1505 Ford St 
Redlands CA 92373 
909-793-5703 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. William Lindemeyer 
725 N Fairview St 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
706-375-7921 

Prince of Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Paul Willweber 
6801 Easton Ct 
San Diego, CA 92120 
619-583-1436 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. David Mark Carver 
2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650-345-9068 

COLORADO 

Risen Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Joseph Brennan 
14850 W 72nd Ave 
Arvada, CO 80007  
303-421-5872 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. James Bauer  
Rev. Adrian Sherrill 
4225 West Yale Ave. 
Denver, CO 80219  
303-406-3143 

University Hills Lutheran  
Rev. David Vanderhyde 
4949 E. Eastman Ave. 
Denver, CO 80222  
303-7590161 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Geoffrey Wagner 
4022 Park Ln 
Elizabeth, CO 80107  
303-646-1378 

Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Timothy Davis 
518 Dexter St. 
Wray, CO 80758 
970-332-4630 

DELAWARE 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Rev David Kummer 
3003 Silverside Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810 
302-478-3004 

FLORIDA 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Rev George Poulos Jr 
7601 SW 39th Street 
Davie, FL 33328 
954-475-0683 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Rev. Randy Blankschaen 
24 W Wright St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
850-438-8138 

GEORGIA 
 
Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Eric Estes 
4700 Armor Rd. 
Columbus, GA 31904  
706-322-5026 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev John Hopkins 
12391 Mercy Blvd 
Savannah GA 31419 
912-925-4839 

IDAHO 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Tim Paul's 
5009 Cassia St. 
Boise, ID 83705 
208-343-7212 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev David Reeder 
407 S Hayes 
Emmett ID 83617  
208-365-5231 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Rev. Neil Bloom 
13541 W Highway 53 
Rathdrum, ID 83858 
208-687-1809 
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ILLINOIS 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Brondos  
Rev. Kevin Koester  
9035 Grant 
Brookfield, IL 60513 
708-485-6987 

St. John Lutheran   
Rev. Mark Elliott  
Rev. Jeff Caithamer  
509 S Mattis Ave  
Champaign, IL 61821  
217-359-1123 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Richard Heinz 
4939 West Montrose Ave  
Chicago, IL 60641  
773-736-1112 

Good Shepherd Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Walther 
Rev. Paul Hemenway 
1300 Belt Line Rd  
Collinsville, IL 62234  
618-344-3151 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Gary Wright 
17618 Hubbard Road 
East Moline, IL 61244 
309-496-2186 

Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Bestul 
535 N McLean Blvd 
Elgin, IL 60123  
847-741-5433 

Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Jeff Hemmer 
5600 Old Collinsville Rd  
Fairview Heights, IL 62208  
618-632-6906 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Bruce Keseman 
612 N. State St.  
Freeburg, IL 62243  
618-539-5664 

Concordia Lutheran 
Rev. Stephen Mueller  
316 S Oakwood Ave 
Geneseo, IL 61254 
(309) 944-3993 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. David Fielding 
3715 Wabash Ave 
Granite City, IL 62040  
(618) 876-7568 

St. Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Ben Ball  
6969 W. Frontage Rd 
Worden, IL 62097  
P.O. Box 247 
Hamel, IL 62046  
618-633-2209 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Brian Holle 
801 N Madison St 
Lebanon, IL 62254 
618-537-2300 

St. Matthew Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Gudgel 
305 Lemont St.  
Lemont, IL 60439 
630-257-5000 
 
Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Kirk Clayton 
101 South Railway 
Mascoutah, IL 62258  
618 566-7345 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Ill 
Rev. Todd Wilken 
503 E Washington St  
Millstadt, IL 62260 
618-476-3101 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Wilfred Karsten 
4107 21st Ave 
Moline, IL 61265 
309-764-9720 

Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Timothy Rossow 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher 
1550 Modaff Rd 
Naperville, IL 60565 
630-355-2198 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. David Benning 
300 E. Gibson St. 
New Berlin, IL 62670  
217-448-3190 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Huehn 
311 N. Hershey Rd. 
Normal, IL 61761 
309-452-5609 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Robert Niehus 
607 Harvard St 
Oak Park, IL 60304 
708-386-3306 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Donald Pritchard 
525 N. Cartwright 
Pleasant Plains IL 62677 
217-626-1282 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Schuermann 
Rev. James Stuenkel 
500 South Sherman Blvd 
Sherman, IL 62684 
217-496-3149 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Brockhoff 
1800 S Rodenburg Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60193  
847-524-9746 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Jerry Bagwell  
726 W. Filmore St. 
Vandalia, IL 62471 
618-283-1133 

INDIANA 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. John Armstrong 
3201 Central Ave 
Columbus, IN 47203 
812-372-4859 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Martin Noland 
1000 W Illinois St 
Evansville, IN 47710 
812-424-4785 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Petersen 
Rev. Michael Frese 
202 West Rudisill Blvd 
Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
260-744-2585 

Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Kurt Ebert 
Rev. Udhayanesan Raji 
6111 Shelby St 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 
317-783-2000 

St Paul's Lutheran  
Rev. David Shadday 
3932 Mi Casa Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
317-787-4464 

St Peter Lutheran 
Rev. Seth Mierow 
2525 E 11th St 
Indianapolis, IN 46201 
317-638-7245 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Speckhard 
8601 Harrison Ave 
Munster, IN 46321  
219-836-6270 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Adrian Piazza 
10055 E 186th St 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317-773-3669 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jordan McKinley 
4413 South State Rd 135 
Vallonia, IN 47281 
812-358-3225 

Advent Lutheran  
Rev. John Fiene 
11250 N Michigan Rd 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
317-873-6318 

IOWA 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Kevin Johnson 
1100 Market St 
Carlisle, IA 50047 
515-989-3841 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Knox 
904 Bluff St 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-266-2509 

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Nathan Dudley 
2463 State Hwy 2 
Clarinda, IA 51632  
712-542-1505 

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Nathan Sherill 
239 Frank St. 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 
712-322-4729 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.stpaulsbrookfield.com/
http://www.stjohn-lcms.org/
http://www.stjohnschicago.org/
http://www.goodshepherdcollinsville.org/
http://www.zionem.com/
http://clce.org/
http://www.bethanylcms.org/
http://www.coslc-online.org
http://www.geneseolutheranchurch.com
http://www.hopelutherangranitecity.org/
http://www.stpaullutheranchurchhamel.org/
http://www.messiahlebanon.org/
http://www.smlclemont.com
http://www.lutheransonline.com/servlet/lo_procserv/dbpage=page&mode=display&gid=00001948488335100111155555
http://www.lutheransonline.com/servlet/lo_procserv/dbpage=page&mode=display&gid=00001948488335100111155555
http://www.trinitymillstadt.org/
http://www.holycrossmoline-lcms.org/
http://www.bethanylcs.org/
http://www.stjnb.org/
http://www.christlutherannormal.org
http://www.christlutheranoakpark.org/
http://www.goodshepherdsherman.org/
http://www.stjohnevlutheranchurch.org/
http://www.holycrossvandalia.org
http://www.gracecolumbus.org/
http://www.redeemer-fortwayne.org/
http://www.clcs.org/
http://www.stpaulsindy.com/
http://www.stpetersindy.weebly.com/
http://www.stplmunster.com/
http://www.christlutherannoblesville.org/
http://www.trinityvallonia.com/
http://www.adventlutheran.org/
http://www.holycrosscarlisle.org/
http://www.theforgivenessplace.org/
http://www.stpaulslutheranchurch.net/
http://www.splecc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org


!26

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Keuning  
309 Marshall Street, P.O. Box 127  
Dexter, IA 50072  
515-729-2977 

Our Redeemer  
Rev. Kristian Kincaid 
2145 John F Kennedy Rd.  
Dubuque, IA 52002 
563-588-1247 

St. Peter Lutheran  
Rev. Neil Wehmas 
1077 Pine St. 
Ocheyedan, IA 51354 
712-758-3425 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. J.R. Wheeler  
101 E View Pl  
Osceola, IA 50213  
641-342-3121 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Don Erickson 
5092 480th St. 
Paullina IA 51046 
712-418-2637 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. David Klinge  
1956 Durham Ave 
State Center, IA 50247  
641-483-2578 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev Edward Killian 
1555 W Ridgeway Ave 
Waterloo IA 50701 
319-236-1771  

KANSAS 

Risen Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Weinkauf  
14700 Leavenworth Rd 
Basehor, KS 66007 
913-724-2900 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Dale Dumperth 
800 E 1St St 
McPherson, KS 67460-3614  
620-241-1627 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Vogts 
34868 Block Rd 
Paola KS 66071 
913-849-3344 

Augsburg Lutheran 
Rev. J. W. Watson  
13902 W 67th St  
Shawnee, KS 66216 
785-331-3890 

St John's Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Lange  
901 SW Fillmore St 
Topeka, KS 66606  
785-354-7132 

Grace Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle 
Rev. Michael Brockman 
3310 E Pawnee St 
Wichita, KS 67218        
316-685-6781   

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle  
611 S Erie St 
Wichita, KS 67211      
316-685-1571 

KENTUCKY 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Huebner 
2255 Eastland Pkwy 
Lexington, KY 40505 
859-299-9615 

Resurrection Lutheran 
Rev. Curtis Peters 
4205 Gardiner View Ave. 
Louisville, KY 40213 
502-458-4451 

LOUISIANA 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. Aaron Stinnett  
1905 Highway 59  
Mandeville, LA 70448 
985-674-0377 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Gramit 
117 Chace St. 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978-365-6888 
Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Gregory 
1 Hagar Park Rd 
Westminster, MA 01473 
978-874-2504 

MARYLAND 

Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Quentin Poulson 
2625 E. Northern Parkway 
Baltimore, MD 21214  
410-426-4301 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. William Stottlemyer 
3738 Resley Rd 
Hancock, MD 21750 
301-678-7180 

MICHIGAN 

Angelica Lutheran 
Rev Jonathan Sachs 
8400 Park Ave 
Allen Park MI 48101 
313-381-2080 

Emmanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Baseley 
800 S Military St 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
313-565-4002 

Redford Lutheran 
Rev. Raymond Parent II 
22159 Grand River Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48219 
313-535-3733 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Braden 
4305 Military St. 
Detroit, MI 48210  
313-894-7450 
Epiphany Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathon Krenz  
4219 Park Ln 
Dorr, MI 49323 
616-681-0791 

Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. David Fleming 
Rev. North Sherrill, Jr. 
2900 Burton St SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
616-949-0710 

St John Lutheran 
Rev Leo Thomas 
246 N Ridge Rd 
Port Salinas MI 48469 
810-622-9653 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Edward Steeh 
62657 North Ave 
Ray, MI 48096 
586-749-5286 

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word 
c/o Lutheran High Northwest 
Rev. Allen Lunneberg 
1000 Bagley Ave 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309  
248-930-0173 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Allen 
6356 Center Street 
Unionville, MI 48767  
989-674-8681 

MINNESOTA 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt 
160 210th St. SW 
Appleton, MN 56208 
320-394-2358 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Lewis Polzin 
123 29th St. NE 
Bemidji, MN 56601  
218-444-4441 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Preston Paul 
128 Filmore St SE 
Chatfield, MN 55923 
507-867-4604 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Steven C. Briel  
Rev. Matthew P. Johnson 
9141 County Rd 101 
Corcoran, MN 55340 
763-420-2426 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rusnak 
10583 US Hwy 169 
Garrison, MN 56450 
320-692-4581 
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Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Donald Klatt  
510 Olivia St  
Holloway, MN 56249  
320-394-2452 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt  
1746 30th St NW 
Holloway, MN 56249  
320-394-2308 

St. Paul Lutheran 
1324 9th St 
International Falls MN 56649 
218-283-8642 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Brian Thorson 
47334 132nd St  
Lewisville, MN 56060 
507-435-2201 

Glory of Christ Lutheran 
Rev. John Fehrman  
4040 Hwy 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-6031 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Schilbe 
2904 2oth St SE 
Rochester, MN 55904  
507-289-0271 

St Johns Lutheran 
Rev. Christopher Horton 
14385 Blaine Ave E 
Rosemount, MN 55068-5929  
651-423-2149 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Bruce Timm 
2718 3rd St. N. 
St Cloud, MN 56303 
320-252-8171 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Jesse Krusemark 
29972 570th Ave 
Waltham MN 55982 
507-567-2272  

MISSISSIPPI 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. James Holowach 
4423 I-55 North 
Jackson, MS 39206  
601-366-2055 

MISSOURI 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Warren Woerth  
2211 Tenbrook Rd 
Arnold, MO 63010  
636-296-1292 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Below  
15750 Baxter Rd 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
636-532-0400 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. James Gier  
1215 Baldwin St  
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024  
816-637-9800 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd 
Fredericktown, MO 63645  
573-783-2405 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd 
Gravelton, MO 63645 
573-783-2405 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. James Dunn 
4203 Tracy Ave 
Kansas City, MO 64110 
816-561-0561 

Village Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison 
9237 Clayton Rd  
Ladue, MO 63124 
314-993-1834 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. David Oberdieck 
1300 Kent Dr. 
Lebanon, MO 65536 
417-532-2717 

Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb 
1075 E Urbandale Dr 
Moberly, MO 65270 
660-263-3256 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Handrick 
Rev. Matthew Marks 
453 N West St 
Perryville, MO 63775 
573-547-8317 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Tyler Arnold 
Rev. Brandon Froiland  
6700 NW 72nd St  
Platte Woods, MO 64151 
816-741-0483 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Doug Gaunt 
4795 N Hwy 94 
Saint Charles, MO 63301 
636-250-3350 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Dennis Kastens 
Rev. Jonathan Fergusen 
727 Barracksview Rd.  
Saint Louis, MO 63125 
314-892-5610 

Prince of Peace  
Rev. Dr. Mark Smith 
8646 New Sappington Rd 
Saint Louis, MO 63126 
314-843-8448 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. Randy Asburry 
Rev. Daniel Preus 
5218 Neosho St 
Saint Louis, MO 63109 
314-352-0014 

Concordia Lutheran 
Rev. Alan Wollenberg 
836 Park Ave. 
Sikeston, MO 63801 
573-471-5842 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Steve Riordan 
955 Hwy 109 
Wildwood, MO 63038 
636-273-6239 
 
MONTANA 

Christ The King Lutheran 
Rev. Ryan Wendt 
759 Newman Ln 
Billings, MT 59101-4742  
406-252-9250 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Gerald Paul 
1226 1st Ave. N 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
406-452-2121 
 
NEBRASKA 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rathjan 
34 Alden Dr 
Auburn, NE 68305 
402-274-4210 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Allen K. Strawn 
506 Main St 
Bridgeport, NE 69336 
308-262-0424 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Porath 
1009 G St 
Eagle, NE 68347 
402-781-2190 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Lance Berndt 
Rev. Clint Poppe 
3825 Wildbriar Ln 
Lincoln, NE 68516  
402-423-7639 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Ebert 
510 S 33rd St 
Lincoln, NE 68501  
402-477-1710 

Lamb of God Lutheran 
Rev Philip Houser 
1010 W Lincoln St 
Papillion NE 68046 
402-934-9045 

NEVADA 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Douglas Barnett  
2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy  
Henderson, NV 89052 
702-492-4701 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Donald Colageo 
673 Weston Rd 
Manchester, NH 03103 
603-622-1514 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Tod Rappe 
1605 Van Buren Ave. 
Fayetteville, NC 28303 
910-488-6010 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Olson 
3353 US 176 North  
Tryon, NC 28782  
828-859-0379 

OHIO 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev Arthur Casci 
1240 S Maple Ave 
Fairborn OH 45324 
937-878-0651  

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Jud 
1285 Main St 
Hamilton OH 45013 
513-893-6792 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Phillips 
2120 Lakewood Ave 
Lima, OH 45805  
419-222-2541 

Gethsemane Lutheran  
Rev. Brett Cornelius 
219 E Church St 
Marion, OH 43302  
740-375-0599 

St. Pauls Lutheran  
Rev. Paul Schlueter 
7960 State Route 38 
Millford Center, OH 43045 
937-349-2405  

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Stephen Niermann 
16035 County Rd U 
Napoleon, OH 43505 
419-598-8961 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Green  
7500 State Rd 
Parma, OH 44134  
440-845-2230 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Rev. John Rutz 
13101 Five Point Rd 
Perrysburg, OH 43551 
419-874-6939 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev Benjamin Meyer 
15370 Meredith State Rd 
Sunbury OH 43074 
740-965-1685 

OKLAHOMA 

St Mark Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Erler 
1501 N Bryant  
Edmond, OK 73034 
405-340-0192 

Grace Lutheran  
2331 E 5th Pl 
Tulsa, OK 74104 
918-592-2999 

OREGON 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Bruce Ley 
2515 Queen Ave SE 
Albany, OR 97322 
541-928-0214 

Reformation Lutheran  
Rev Steven Brockdorf 
4435 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy 
Hillsboro OR 97123 
503-648-1393 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Podeszwa 
60 Rochester Rd  
Freedom, PA 15042  
724-728-3881 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Kieselowsky  
25 E Scenic Rd 
Springfield, PA 19064  
610-543-3100 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. David Young 
1169 W Street Rd 
Warminster, PA 18974 
215-672-8181 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Ted Crandall 
37 Marshellen Drive 
Beaufort, SC 29901  
843-812-9178 

Holy Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Christopher Burger 
2215 Devine St 
Columbia, SC 29205 
803-799-7224 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Rev. Steven Saxe 
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr 
Greenville, SC 29609  
864-244-5825 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Wurm 
629 9th Ave. 
Brookings, SD 57006 
605-692-2678 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Rev. David Lindenberg 
219 E Saint Anne St 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-721-6480 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Nix 
4801 E 6th St 
Sioux Falls, SD 57110 
605-338-3769 

TENNESSEE 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Larry Peters  
Rev. Daniel Ulrich 
2041 Madison St 
Clarksville, TN 37043 
931-647-6750 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Philip Young 
800 Bellevue Rd 
Nashville, TN 37221-2702 
615-646-3150 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Portier 
1610 Pullen Rd 
Sevierville, TN 37862  
865-365-8551 

TEXAS 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Harris 
1207 W 45th 
Austin, TX 78756 
512-453-3835 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Nuckols 
Rev. Sherman Stenson 
3501 Red River St 
Austin, TX 78705 
512-472-8301 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
1701 N Broadway 
Ballinger, TX 76821 
325-942-9275 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Brent McGuire 
7611 Park Lane 
Dallas, TX 75225  
214-368-1371 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Carl Roth  
801 W 11th St 
Elgin, TX 78621  
512-281-3367 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
12358 Country Rd 5500 
Eola, TX 76937  
325-942-9275 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Grassley 
4513 Williams Rd 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-560-0030 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev Christopher Bramich 
1500 FM 156 S 
Haslet TX 76052 
817-439-2100 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Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Laurence White 
Rev. David Vandercook 
5000 West Tidwell Rd 
Houston, TX 77091  
713-290-9087 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Glenn Huebel 
Rev. Tom Chryst 
1308 Whitley Rd 
Keller, TX 76248 
817-431-2345 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Randall Smith 
5084 Church Ln  
North Zulch, TX 77872 
936-399-5563 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
801 1st St 
Ozona, TX 76943  
325-942-9275 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. James Woelmer 
Rev. Robert Hill  
Rev. Jacob Sutton  
1701 E Park Blvd 
Plano, TX 75074  
972-423-7447 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. Joel Shaltanis  
3601 W. 15th St  
Plano, TX 75075  
972-867-5588 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Allan Eckert  
3536 Lutheran Way 
San Angelo, TX 76904  
325-944-8660 

Mount Calvary Ev. Lutheran  
Rev. David Reedy 
Rev. Mark Pulliam 
308 Mt Calvary Dr. 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
210-824-8748  

St. John Lutheran 
Rev L. Lynn Lubke 
1000 N Crockett St. 
San Benito TX 78568 
956-399-3422  

Hope Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Baden 
417 E 2nd St  
Sonora, TX 76950  
325-942-9275 

VIRGINA 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Christopher Esget 
1801 Russell Rd 
Alexandria, VA 22301  
703-549-0155 

St. Athanasius Lutheran 
Rev. James Douthwaite  
114 Kingsley Rd SW 
Vienna, VA 22180  
703-455-4003 

WASHINGTON 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Daniel Freeman 
2071 Bishop Rd 
Chehalis, WA 98532  
360-748-4108 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Timothy Winterstein 
171 Eastmont Ave. 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 
509-844-7623 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Kyle Heck 
2531 Lombard Ave 
Everett, WA 98201 
425-252-7038 
Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Kurt Onken 
9209 State Ave 
Marysville, WA 98270 
360-659-4112 

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev. Ernie Lassman 
Rev Trevor Mankin 
7050 35th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98115-5917  
206-524-0024 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Rev. Kerry Reese 
Rev. Warrens Berger 
9225 212th St SE 
Snohomish, WA 98296 
360-668-7881 

Parkland Lutheran 
Rev Glenn Obenberger 
Rev Samuel Gullixson 
Rev Alex Ring 
120 123rd St S 
Tacoma WA 98444 
253-537-5492 

WISCONSIN 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. John Neugebauer 
E 5221 Church Rd 
Algoma, WI 54201 
920-487-2335 

St. Peter's Lutheran  
Rev. Christopher Amen 
303 Park St. 
Arlington, WI 53911 
608-635-4825 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. T. Clint Stark 
110 E Grand Ave 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729  
715-723-6380 

Elm Grove Lutheran 
Rev. Larry Myers 
Rev. Eric Skovgaard 
945 N Terrace Dr 
Elm Grove, WI 53122 
262-797-2970 

Mount Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Aaron Koch 
3820 W Layton Ave  
Greenfield, WI 53221 
414-282-4900 

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev. James Roemke 
2026 22nd Ave. 
Kenosha, WI 53140 
262-551-8182 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. James Mallmann 
450 Bridge St 
Mayville, WI 53050 
920-387-3568 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Ricky Schroeder 
1228 S Park Ave 
Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Randal Poppe 
3700 Washington Ave 
Racine, WI 53405 
262-633-4831 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. Jacob Gilbert 
510 Kewaunee St 
Racine, WI 53402 
262-637-7011 

St Jakobi Lutheran  
Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt 
W 8089 County Rd A  
Shawano, WI 54166 
715-524-4347 

Luther Memorial Chapel  
Rev. Dr. Ken Wieting  
3833 N Maryland Ave 
Shorewood, WI 53211  
414-332-5732 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Bender 
W240 N6145 Maple Ave  
Sussex, WI 53089 
262-246-3200 

WYOMING 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Holthus 
1240 S Missouri Ave 
Casper, WY 82609 
307-234-0568 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Rosberg 
601 S 9th St 
Douglas, WY 82633-2704  
307-358-2810 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Firminhac 
Rev. Jared Tucher  
1001 E 9th St 
Gillette, WY 82717 
307-682-4886 

Redeemer Lutheran  
Rev. David Bott 
175 N. Willow St  
Jackson, WY 83001  
307-733-3409 
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CANADA 

St. Matthew Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Keith 
5021 52 Ave 

Stony Plain, AB T7Z1C1  
780-963-2416 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev Jamie Bosma  
264 Wilson St 
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9  
807-344-8322 
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