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- DearlsSus, Etc. Journal Reader,

Greetings in the name of Jesus.

In this issue, | offer a review of Nadia Bolz-Weber’s latest book, Shameless: A
Sexual Reformation. Martin Luther’s Reformation began with Scripture and
asked, “What does the Bible say?” Where does Bolz-Weber’s reformation begin,
and where does it lead? Read on and see.

In our Wittenberg Trail feature, Treasure Hidden in a Field, Andrew Abraham tells
us his story of growing up a devout Roman Catholic, his path into and out of the
priesthood and his discovery of the hidden treasure of the Lutheran Confession.

You’ll also find a list of our generous sponsoring congregations at the end of the
Journal.

Enjoy this edition of the Journal.
Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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Did God Really Say?

A Review of Nadia Bolz-Weber’s
“Shameless: A Sexual Reformation”

by Todd Wilken

At first glance, there could not be two more different personalities in
Christian media and publishing than Joel Osteen and Nadia Bolz-Weber. Osteen
is smooth and saccharine, Bolz-Weber sharp and acerbic. Osteen is the

unassuming nice guy, Bolz-Weber is the in-your-face bad girl.

Joel Osteen has written over a dozen best selling books. They all have
the same message: People may think there’s something wrong with you, but

God says different:

People may tell you, “You’re just too small.” But God says, “You're just
the right size for Me.” People may say, “You’re not talented. We don't
need you. You don’t have anything to offer.” But God says, “You are
fearfully and wonderfully made. You are talented. You are creative. You
are anointed. You are smart. You are intelligent. You are amazing.”

Ironically, this is almost exactly the message of Nadia Bolz-Weber’s

latest best seller, Shameless, A Sexual Reformation: People, Christian people,

may think there’s something wrong with you, but God says different.

Nadia Bolz-Weber has carefully curated her public image and brand. She
is “the tattooed, no-nonsense Evangelical Lutheran pastor who will blow you
away with her honesty, hilarity, and plenty of ‘holy sh*t’ enlightenment.” 2 In
Shameless, she presents herself as a 21st century Martin Luther. Predictably
then, in Shameless she calls for nothing less than a “Sexual Reformation.” But

Bolz-Weber fails to understand both Luther and the Reformation.
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Part memoir, part manifesto, Shameless is addressed to readers who live
and love on the sexual periphery of what Bolz-Weber mockingly calls “God’s
plan.” “God’s plan is for everyone to be a heterosexual, cis-gender Christian
who never has sex with anyone until they marry their one true lover and make

babies.” She continues:

If you were to draw a circle that represents all the people on the planet,
and then inside it draw another small circle to represent the people who
live according to “God’s plan,” then, well, very few people on the planet
fit into that circle... Also not included in that circle are divorced people,
people in unhappy marriages, people who have sex before marriage,
people who masturbate, asexuals, gay people, bisexuals, people who are
not Christians, people who are gender non-binary... If that’s “God’s plan,”
then God planned poorly.3

You have been lied to. “God’s plan” for you sexually isn’t what you’ve been told
it is. It isn’t what the Bible says it is. It isn’t what the Church has taught. People

may think there’s something wrong with you, but God says different.

As a memoir, Shameless presents Bolz-Weber’s coming-of-age story —
from her first sexual partner to her post-divorce rediscovery of sex as a religious
experience— in an honest, self deprecating way. As a manifesto, Shameless is
a montage of boilerplate feminist assumptions, LGBTQ slogans, identity politics,
and intersectionality, presented before a blurry backdrop of distorted Bible

references and revisionist history.

The book’s stated target is Christian Purity Culture, a largely discredited
abstinence movement in American Evangelicalism from the 1990s. However,
Shameless spends very little time engaging or responding to the specific
problems of Christian Purity Culture. Instead, Bolz-Weber assumes that this
short lived movement is more or less a summary of the Church’s historic
teaching on sexuality. She constantly confuses its shame-based social and
sexual stereotypes with “the church’s beliefs about sex and bodies and

gender.”*
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Bolz-Weber cleverly conflates the Church’s real teaching on sexual
morality, the errors of Purity Culture, and lazy stereotypes of uptight, sexually
repressed Christianity. Shameless then casually dismisses millennia of Christian

sexual ethics as ignorant and phobic:

| would argue that any theology that assumes God has
placed humans like rats into a big lab experiment, giving
us shocks for bad behavior and reward pellets for good
behavior, is bad theology. So is any theology that assumes,
even though God created humanity in mind-blowing diversity,
that God is pleased only with a certain type of human. This
view of God has led so many of us to bury our sexual
treasure out of fear

Shameless is a 200 page strawman, but the baby of historic
Christian sexual ethics goes out with the bathwater of Purity

Culture. Bolz-Weber has no use for either.

Of course, setting aside the Bible and the collected
wisdom of one’s Christian forebears leaves a void. But Bolz-

Weber is happy to fill it. Here’s how:
If religion has been the venue in which the power of sex is taken
most seriously, could it also be the place in which a new
conversation about it arises? ...Can we who have been raised
within a broadly Christian culture, if not squarely within the

church, be a people who strive for the sexual flourishing of all
people? And if so, where can we look for guidance? ©

Bolz-Weber answers her own question: “As counterintuitive as it might
seem, the place I’m suggesting we look to for help is the Bible.” Does she <

intend to actually read the Bible and tell her readers what it says about sex?

Not on your life. Rather, she immediately focuses on what she calls “Jesus’ own

ethic: love God and love our neighbors as ourselves.” She concludes:

It’s time for us to grab some matches and haul our antiquated and
harmful ideas about sex and bodies and gender into the yard... I’'m not
suggesting we make a few simple amendments; new wine in old
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wineskins ain’t gonna cut it. I’'m saying let’s burn it the f*ck down and
start over.”

Thus rejecting 99.999% of Scripture as irrelevant, and in the name of
“Jesus’ own ethic,” Shameless dives deep into progressive Christianity’s only

real source of truth: personal experience.

Whatever sexual flourishing looks like for you, that’s what | would love to
see happen in your life. Let us seek to be stewards of our bodies, to live
in joy of our createdness, honest about our shortcomings, soaking up the
grace of God’s rain. Let us find beauty and pleasure in our individual
human bodies, trusting each other to use our gifts of sexuality according
to our dynamis, our strength and capacity. Let us treat ourselves and
others, no matter what our talents, as if we are all holy. Because we are.8

The climax of the book’s anecdotes-as-authority is the story of a lesbian
woman, Cindy, burning the pages of her Bible in the fire of a Wyoming Lakota
sweat lodge (I’'m not making this up). Cindy stands before the fire. Cindy tears
out and burns the pages containing Scripture’s prohibitions of homosexuality.
Then, moments later Cindy tears the four Gospels out of her Bible, and “with her
right hand she clutched the pages of the Gospels over her heart, and with her

left she tossed the rest in to burn.” Bolz-Weber explains:

There are those who will say that it is ‘dangerous’ to think we can decide
for ourselves what is sacred in the Bible and what is not. | reject this idea,
and here’s why. The Gospels are the canon within the canon. The Bible,
as Martin Luther said, is the cradle that holds Christ. The point of gravity
is the story of Jesus, the Gospel. The closer a text of the Bible is to that
story or to the heart of that story’s message, the more authority it has.
The farther away it is, the less its authority.®

Bolz-Weber’s reductionist hermeneutic allows her considerable latitude to

reinterpret the precious little Scripture she does actually engage in Shameless.

Here is her reimagining of Genesis 3:8-11. Surprise, it’s all about sex:

Rather than just be with God as we were created, the humans chose to
try to be like God, and that sh*t has not stopped to this day. We love
taking our so-called knowledge of what is good and what is evil, of who is
good and who is evil, and applying that to ourselves and to others like we
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were God. The very first expression of shame was over our naked, sexual
bodies. And since then, we earthlings have tried to define and control
and condemn human sexuality. Shame has an origin, and it is not in God.
When Adam and Eve tried to avoid God, God said, “Where are you?” and
they said, “We were naked and tried to hide from you because we were
afraid.” Then God said to them, “Wait. Who told you you were naked?” ...
Maybe you, too, are hiding, having listened to a voice other than God'’s.
But can you hear God saying, “Wait. Who told you you were naked? Who
told you that you have to lie to be accepted? Who told you your body is
not beautiful and worthy to be loved? Who told you that your sexual
expression is something to be ashamed of? Who told you that?” My
money is on the snake. And he’s a damned liar.10

For Bolz-Weber, Adam and Even didn’t fall into sin, they fell into shame.
The lie of the devil wasn’t “You will not surely die,” but rather, “You should be
ashamed of sex.” For Bolz-Weber, God doesn’t ask “Have you eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you not to eat?” Rather, God asks, “Who told you that
your sexual expression is something to be ashamed of?” It’s an entirely different
version of the fall than the one found in the Bible. And it leads to an entirely

different version of the Gospel.

Bolz-Weber has been described as non-conformist and cutting-edge. |
couldn’t disagree more. The author of Shameless is the very picture of
conformist, safe, and mainstream thinking on sex today. Her ideas are the very
same ideas promoted in academia, the media, pop culture, and mainline
Protestant churches. | assert that if the author didn’t wear a clerical collar and
call herself a pastor, Shameless would be seen for what it is: a progressive
cliché; a thoroughly unremarkable book exposing the alleged evils of Christian
teaching on sex, and calling for an all-affirming approach to sexual flourishing.
Like Bolz-Weber herself, Shameless adheres to all the house rules of what Ryan

Anderson and Sherif Girgis have called “progressive puritanism.”

In the end, it almost could have been written by Joel Osteen —perhaps
Joel after a few beers. The bottom line, revealed through one anecdote after

another: God is there to offer unconditional affirmation:
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The self God loves, the self God is in relationship
with, is your actual self. God isn’t waiting for you
to become thinner or heterosexual or married or
celibate or more ladylike or less crazy or more
spiritual or less of an alcoholic in order to love you...
When that accusing voice is on repeat in your head, know
that it is not the voice of God. God'’s voice is found in
the warm singsong of a mother to her newborn, the
one who says, ‘You are beloved.” God'’s voice
declares us clean, justified, forgiven and new. It
imparts to us a worthiness that has nothing to do
with our efforts or our accomplishments or our
becoming some imagined ideal. !

This is the problem with Bolz-Weber’s entire theology, not

just her approach to sexual ethics. In Shameless, she
speaks freely of forgiveness, but when it comes to sex,
there’s really nothing to forgive. She doesn’t deny that

Jesus died on the Cross so that you could be forgiven all

your sins. But she insists that you get to define what those sins are.

This is why so many otherwise orthodox Christians have mistakenly
concluded that Bolz-Weber “gets” the Gospel. She doesn’t. What she gets and
gives is the Zeitgeist, wrapped in moralistic, therapeutic Deism, served with a

few Lutheran buzzwords repurposed to serve the cause of the sexual revolution.

Is the cause of Shameless real reformation? From the first pages, it is
clear that Bolz-Weber has a problem with the Sixth Commandment: “You shall
not commit adultery.” She claims the mantle of Martin Luther, but has no use for
his explanation of this commandment: “We should fear and love God that we
may lead a chaste and decent life in words and deeds, and each love and honor

his spouse.” This is precisely the version of “God’s plan” she rejects.

Martin Luther’s Reformation went back to Scripture. Bolz-Weber’s

dismisses Scripture. Luther asked, “What does the Bible say?” Bolz-Weber
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asks, “What does your heart tell you?” In Shameless, Bolz-Weber confuses

reformation with plain old rebellion.

1 Joel Osteen, Understanding Your Value, https://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Article.aspx?articleid=6465
2 https://www.makers.com/faith

3 Nadia Bolz-Weber, Shameless: A Sexual Reformation, New York: Convergent Books, 2019, p. 3.
4 lbid., p. 42.

5 |bid., p. 56.

6 |bid., p. 10.

7 lbid., pp. 12-13.

8 |bid., p. 60

o lbid., pp. 71-72.

10 |bid., pp. 132-33.

11 |bid., pp.180-81.
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Wittenberg Trail:
Treasure Hidden in a Field

by Rev. Andrew J. Abraham

It is very difficult for me to imagine anyone being more deeply in love with
the Catholic Church than | have been most of my life. Growing up in the Catholic
school system had a profound and abiding impact on me. Being educated by
dedicated, loving, hard-working nuns, and serving as an altar boy under
committed and highly motivated priests, left an indelible impression on me. These
experiences instilled in me a love for the traditions and common beliefs

associated with classic Catholicism.

Sadly, | was a very poor student, always the worst in my class. My failures
in an academic setting wounded me terribly. But when | donned my beloved altar
boy cassock, and went to work lighting the altar candles and preparing the altar
for mass, my confidence would return to me. Consequently, | knew at a very early
age that | was being called by God to serve Him in the holy ministry. | told anyone
and everyone that | was going to be a priest when | grew up. The strength of that
resolve characterized my adolescent years and dominated the greater part of all
my thoughts. While | continued to struggle academically through high school, |
tried to make up for it by devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary, study of the Lives
of the Saints, and an adamant refusal to leave the house apart from the Brown
Scapular worn about my shoulders. The scapular promised me reduced time in

Purgatory so long as | was wearing it at the moment of my death.

| joined the Army Reserves while finishing up high school, so | was
immediately drawn into our nation’s first war with Iraq. We won that war handily,

and soldiers came home from the Persian Gulf to a hero’s welcome. The local
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diocese felt inclined to give me a chance by sending me to the seminary, though

my academic records were far less than desirable.

For the next several years, | studied and prepared for the priesthood.
There were certainly times when | took note of pretty girls and felt sadness
because dating or pursuing romantic relationships was off limits. There were
times when | considered leaving the seminary because | felt discouraged by
loneliness, and pined for the comforts of married life. Nevertheless, | soldiered
on, having been told emphatically that the devil did not want me to be a priest.
Therefore, it was Satan tempting me as | sometimes dreamed longingly of falling
in love and sharing my life with a soulmate. Serving Christ’s Church was a strong
desire for me. But the Catholic leadership declared with emphasis that if you are
not called by God to be celibate, then you are not called by God to be a part of
the clergy.

Eventually, | was ordained to the priesthood. Preaching was fun. Offering
mass to multitudes was quite rewarding. Hearing thousands of confessions was
meaningful, though very tiring when the lines were long. Sharing my excitement
about Jesus was enjoyable and fulfilling. But at the end of every day, | was well
aware that a lifestyle of contented celibacy was not within my grasp. | would
spend my years always wishing it was somehow possible to meet my
fundamental human need for intimacy. Putting it plainly, it hurt to be so lonely. On
Sundays, the congregation would all go home to afternoons spent with others,
while | moped around a rectory that suffocated my soul and diminished my
appetite for life. It didn’t help that | was living in the rectory with my supervisor, a
severely alcoholic senior priest who was even more depressed than | was. He
truly believed that when he died, he would go to hell, and that nothing could

change this grim fate.

After a couple of years of trying my best, | finally broke down. | confessed

to the bishop that | was not meant for a life of celibacy. My heart wasn'’t in it, and
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living it would be impossible for me. Several months later, | packed my things and
drove away from it all. | never assumed for a moment that | would ever abandon
the Catholic Church. Since | could no longer serve God as his ordained minister,

| thought that | would make a profession of sharing my passion for literature and
poetry with others. God had much different plans for me.

After relocating to St. Louis, Missouri, | studied poetry and Shakespeare at
a local university. The classes were thoroughly enjoyable. Also welcome was the
long-desired opportunity to meet and date girls. While adjusting to this new
chapter in my life, | continued to attend Catholic mass on Sundays. But this
always soured my mood, and put me into devastating blue funks that were
tremendously hard to shake off. No matter how much was said about Jesus at
those masses, the message | received was the old message | had been
confronted with as a child in school: Thou art a failure; thou must do better, or

saved thou shalt not be.

Spiritually speaking, | was like a man, listless and glum, aimlessly walking
across an unspectacular field. | was not in any way expecting to find something
new, much less a treasure. Having been a Catholic priest, | could not have
assumed there were any new aspects of the Christian faith waiting to be
discovered. So, when | made a new friend who invited me to attend a church of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, | was mildly agreeable to it, but expected

exactly nothing.

The Lutheran church | attended was wonderful. The pastor gave an
extraordinary sermon forcing me to take a hard look at myself and reconsider
what it means to have a Savior. It impressed me more than | can say. After
meeting him a few times on Sundays, | mustered the courage to visit him in his
office on a weekday. There he spoke very directly to me about God’s holy Law.
Then he covered me in the love and consolation of the Gospel apart from the

Law. He was speaking to me of the Gospel in its purity, which | had never heard
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before. My breath was taken from me; my heart pounded. In the pastor’s
presence, | began to sob. When he was pressed for time and had to be
somewhere else, he compassionately allowed me to linger in his office alone so |

could regain my composure before exiting the facility.

Interestingly, it was around this time that a new film about Martin Luther
was in theaters. | wanted to see it, not because | was interested in Luther yet, but
because the actor playing Luther was a favorite of mine. When | saw the movie, |
immediately knew that my understanding of Luther’s significance was severely

deficient. Suddenly, | wanted to learn more about him and what he was all about.

Over the next couple of years, | lived in various places but eventually
returned to my hometown of Nashville, Tennessee. | secured a job at a
downtown homeless shelter, did lots of dating, lots of fly-fishing, and lots of
reading. On Sundays, | rotated between Catholic masses and Lutheran Divine
Services, and prayed for guidance. In 2004, a new biography of Martin Luther by
Martin Marty came out, and | devoured it. There was one section in particular
which | reread almost daily. It was becoming clear to me that the guidance | had

prayed for was starting to make itself known.

During this same year, | met the woman who would become my wife. She
was a Methodist. On Christmas Eve, we got engaged and decided to become
Lutherans together. We would have a Lutheran pastor officiate our Lutheran
wedding in a Lutheran church. Pastor Mark Koch, an excellent and patient man,
oversaw the whole process for us. Using Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms
as our guide, Pastor Koch brought me to the next level of understanding the
Lutheran tradition.

The power of the pure Gospel was beginning to slake the thirst of my
parched soul. There is no doubt that the doctrine of Alien Righteousness was the
most important aspect of the treasure hidden in the field. Abandoning the Roman

Catholic view of synergistic “cooperation,” | finally understood why | could be
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certain of my salvation, although | am an undeserving sinner. A new shaft of light
had broken through the clouds.

Looking back on this period in my history, | consider the first time | received
Holy Communion at a Lutheran Divine Service one of the most pivotal
experiences of my life. Though | was full of trembling, ever since that moment in
particular, the die has been cast. | have been a zealous and joyful Lutheran,

unwilling to ever go back to my previous church.
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev. Jeffrey Webb
12391 Mercy Blvd
Savannah, GA 31419
912-925-4839

IDAHO

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Tim Pauls

5009 Cassia Street
Boise, ID 83705
208-343-7212

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Reeder

407 S. Hayes

Emmett, ID 83617
208-365-5231

Peace Lutheran
Rev. Paul Johnson
600 Stevens Street
P.O. Box 33

Filer, ID 83328
208-326-5450

Augustana Lutheran
Rev. Jonathon Krenz

(Meets at 7th Day Adventist Church)

1015 West C Street
Moscow, ID 83843
208-892-9224

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Rev. Neil Bloom

13541 W. Highway 53
Rathdrum, ID 83858
208-687-1809

ILLINOIS

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Marcus Manley
6351 N. 200th Street
Altamont, IL 62411
618-483-6756

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Jeff Caithamer
509 S. Mattis Ave
Champaign, IL 61821
217-359-1123

First Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. James Kellerman

1649 West Le Moyne Street
Chicago, IL 60622
773-276-2338

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Michael Walther
Rev. Scott Adle

1300 Belt Line Road
Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-3151

Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Mark Bestul

535 N. McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123
847-741-5433

Bethany Lutheran
Rev. Jeff Hemmer

5600 Old Collinsville Road
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
618-632-6906

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Keseman

612 N. State Street
Freeburg, IL 62243
618-539-5664

Concordia Lutheran

Rev. Stephen Mueller
316 S. Oakwood Avenue
Geneseo, IL 61254
309-944-3993

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Em. David Fielding
Rev. Alan Beuster

3715 Wabash Avenue
Granite City, IL 62040
618-876-7568
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St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. Ben Ball

Rev. William Gleason
6969 W. Frontage Road
Worden, IL 62097

P.O. Box 247

Hamel, IL 62046
618-633-2209

St. Matthew Lutheran

Rev. Timothy Kinne

Rev. Edward Blonski

24500 North Old McHenry Road
Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047
847-438-7709

Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Karl Gregory

801 N. Madison Street
Lebanon, IL 62254
618-537-2300

St. Matthew Lutheran

Rev. Michael Gudgel
305 Lemont Street
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-5000

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Kirk Clayton

Rev. Ryan Buchmueller
101 South Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
618-566-7345

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Peter I

Rev. Todd Wilken

503 E. Washington Street
Millstadt, IL 62260
618-476-3101

Holy Cross Lutheran

Rev. Wilfred Karsten
4107 21st Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-9720

Bethany Lutheran

Rev. Seth Clemmer

Rev. Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Road
Naperville, IL 60565
630-355-2198

St. John's Lutheran

Rev. David Benning
300 E. Gibson Street
New Berlin, IL 62670
217-448-3190
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Ascension Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Gunia

7429 N, Milwaukee Avenue
Niles, IL 60714
847-647-9867

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Huehn
311 N. Hershey Road
Normal, IL 61761
309-452-5609

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains, IL 62677
217-626-1282

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Michael Schuermann
500 South Sherman Blvd
Sherman, IL 62684
217-496-3149

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Paul Hemenway
Rev. Jonathan Holmes
220 S. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701
217-522-8151

INDIANA

Emanuel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Ludwig
355 Shaffer Street
Arcadia, IN 46030
317-984-3651

Grace Lutheran

Rev. John Armstrong
3201 Central Avenue
Columbus, IN 47203
812-372-4859

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Petersen
Rev. Michael Frese
202 West Rudisill Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46807
260-744-2585

Calvary Lutheran

Rev. Kurt Ebert

Rev. Josh Reifsteck
Rev. Udhayanesan Raji
6111 Shelby Street
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-783-2000

St Paul's Lutheran
Rev. David Shadday
3932 Mi Casa Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46237
317-787-4464

St Peter Lutheran
Rev. Seth Mierow
2525 E. 11th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46201
317-638-7245

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Peter Speckhard
8601 Harrison Avenue
Munster, IN 46321
219-836-6270

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Michael Blodgett
1910 N. Berthaud Road
New Haven, IN 46774
260-749-5444

Emmaus Ev. Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch Jr.

Rev. David Seyboldt
929 Milton Street
South Bend, IN 46613
574-287-4151

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jordan McKinley

4413 South State Road 135
Vallonia, IN 47281
812-358-3225

IOWA

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Johnson
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, 1A 50047
515-989-3841

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Knox

904 Bluff Street

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
319-266-2509

St Paul Lutheran
Rev. Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda, 1A 51632
712-542-1505

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Nathan Sherill

Rev. Timothy Frank

239 Frank Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-4729
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Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jeffrey Keuning
309 Marshall Street
P.O. Box 127
Dexter, IA 50070
515-729-2977

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Reuv. Kristian Kincaid

Rev. Jesse Cearlock

2145 John F. Kennedy Road
Dubuque, IA 52002
563-588-1247

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Don Erickson
5092 480th Street
Germantown, IA 51046
712-418-2637

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Alexander Post
1600 S. Center Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158
641-753-9565

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. J.R. Wheeler
101 E. View Place
Osceola, IA 50213
641-342-3121

St John Lutheran

Rev. David Klinge
1956 Durham Avenue
State Center, IA 50247
641-483-2578

Faith Lutheran

Rev. David Menet

1555 W. Ridgeway Avenue
Waterloo, 1A 50701
319-236-1771

KANSAS

Risen Savior L utheran
Rev. Robert Weinkauf
14700 Leavenworth Road
Basehor, KS 66007
913-724-2900

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Dale Dumperth

800 E. 1st Street
McPherson, KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Vogts
34868 Block Road
Paola, KS 66071
913-849-3344
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Augsburg Lutheran
Rev. J. W. Watson

13902 W. 67th Street
Shawnee, KS 66216
913-403-6194

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Craig
308 N. Indiana Avenue
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481
785-526-7152

St John's Lutheran

Rev. Jon Bruss

Rev. D.M. Kerns

Rev. Roger Goetz

901 S.W. Fillmore Street
Topeka, KS 66606
785-354-7132

Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
Rev. Daniel Metzger
3310 E. Pawnee Street
Wichita, KS 67218
316-685-6781

Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
Rev. Daniel Metzger
611 S. Erie Street
Wichita, KS 67211
316-685-1571

KENTUCKY

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Huebner
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40505
859-299-9615

Resurrection Lutheran

Rev. Curtis Peters

4205 Gardiner View Avenue
Louisville, KY 40213
502-458-4451

LOUISIANA

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rev. John Drosendahl
22531 Hwy 1088
Mandeville, LA 70448
985-674-0377

MARYLAND

Zion Lutheran

Rev. James Oester
219 Cemetery Road
Accident, MD 21520
301-746-8170

Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Barron

2625 E. Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21214
410-426-4301

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Road
Hancock, MD 21750
301-678-7180

MICHIGAN

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Aaron Schian
303 W. Ruth Street
Auburn, M| 48611
989-662-6161

Ascension of Christ Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Grams

16935 W. Fourteen Mile Road
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
248-644-8890

St Paul Lutheran of Good Harbor
Rev. Robert Wurst Jr

2943 S. Manitou Trail

Cedar, Ml 49621

231-228-6888

Emmanuel Lutheran
Rev. Joel Baseley
Rev. Paul Wolff

800 S. Military Street
Dearborn, M| 48124
313-565-4002

Redford Lutheran

Rev. Raymond Parent Il
22159 Grand River Avenue
Detroit, Ml 48219
313-535-3733

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Mark Braden
4305 Military Street
Detroit, Ml 48210
313-894-7450

Epiphany Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Beffrey

4219 Park Lane
Dorr, MI 49323
616-681-0791

Immanuel Lutheran

Rev. Mark Loest

8220 E. Holland Road (M-46)
Frankentrost, M| 48601
989-754-0929
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Our Savior Lutheran

Rev. David Fleming

Rev. North Sherrill, Jr.
Rev. Jeremy Swem
2900 Burton Street S.E.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
616-949-0710

St John Lutheran

246 N. Ridge Road
Port Sanilac, Ml 48469
810-622-9653

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Joshua Ball
62657 North Avenue
Ray, MI 48096
586-749-5286

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. Steve Stolarczyk
6356 Center Street
Unionville, MI 48767
989-674-8681

MINNESOTA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt

160 210th Street S.W.
Appleton, MN 56208
320-394-2358

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. Peter Haugen
128 Filmore Street SE
Chatfield, MN 55923
507-867-4604

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Moss

Rev. Matthew P. Johnson
Rev. Steven C. Briel (retired)
9141 County Road 101
Corcoran, MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mount Olive Lutheran

Rev. Robert Franck
2012 E. Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55812
218-724-2500

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt
510 Olivia Street
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2452

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Donald Klatt
1746 30th Street N.W.
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2308
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St. John's Lutheran
Rev. David Markworth
60929 110th Street
Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-4853

St. Paul Lutheran

1324 9th Street

International Falls, MN 56649
218-283-8642

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Gregory Volbrecht
47334 132nd Street
Lewisville, MN 56060
507-435-2434

Glory of Christ Lutheran
Rev. Jeremiah Johnson
Rev. Kyle Krueger

Rev. John Fehrman
Rev. Dean Weibel

4040 Hwy 101 N.
Plymouth, MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Horton
14385 Blaine Avenue E.
Rosemount, MN 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Timm
2718 3rd Street N.
St Cloud, MN 56303
320-252-8171

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jesse Krusemark
29972 570th Avenue
Waltham, MN 55982
507-567-2272

MISSISSIPPI

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Dr.. James Holowach
4423 |-55 North

Jackson, MS 39206
601-366-2055

MISSOURI

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Warren Woerth

2211 Tenbrook Road
Arnold, MO 63010
636-296-1292

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Mark Below
15750 Baxter Road
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636-532-0400

Mount Calvary Lutheran

Rev. James Gier

1215 Baldwin Lane
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 County Road 202
Gravelton, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Immanuel Lutheran
4203 Tracy Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110
816-561-0561

Village Lutheran
Rev. Dr.. Kevin Golden

Rev. Dr.. Matthew Harrison
9237 Clayton Road
Ladue, MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. David Oberdieck

1300 Kent Drive
Lebanon, MO 65536
417-532-2717

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. James Thomas

4795 N. Hwy 94
Saint Charles, MO 63301
636-250-3350

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Randy Asburry
Rev. Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho Street
Saint Louis, MO 63109
314-352-0014

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Dennis Kastens
Rev. Jonathan Fergusen
727 Barracksview Road
Saint Louis, MO 63125
314-892-5610
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Prince of Peace

Rev. Dr. Mark Smith

8646 New Sappington Road
Saint Louis, MO 63126
314-843-8448

Concordia Lutheran
Rev. Alan Wollenberg
836 Park Avenue
Sikeston, MO 63801
573-471-5842

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Steve Riordan
955 Hwy 109
Wildwood, MO 63038
636-273-6239

MONTANA

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Paul Shupe
301 Vail Avenue
Belfry, MT 59008
406-662-3776

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Wendt

759 Newman Lane
Billings, MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Paul Shupe
404 S. 3rd Street
Bridger, MT 59014
406-662-3776

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Gerald Paul

1226 1st Avenue N.
Great Falls, MT 59401
406-452-2121

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Andrew Eckert
184 Pine Hollow Road
Stevenville, MT 59870
406-777-5625

NEBRASKA

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. James Moshier

1005 9th Street
Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7667

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Allen K. Strawn
506 Main Street
Bridgeport, NE 69336
308-262-0424
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Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Scott Porath
1009 G Street
Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2190

Peace Lutheran

906 N. California Avenue
Hastings, NE 68901
402-462-9023

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Clint Poppe

Rev. Christopher Marande
Rev. Luke Russert

3825 Wildbriar Lane
Lincoln, NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Mark Ebert
Rev. Michael Brown
510 S. 33rd Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
402-477-1710

Lamb of God Lutheran
Rev. Philip Houser
1414 South Washington
Papillion, NE 68046
402-934-9045

Bethlehem | utheran
Rev. Micah Gaunt
324 Kufus Avenue
Ravenna, NE 68869
308-452-3685

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Craig Niemeier
1653 Worms Road
Saint Libory, NE 68872
308-687-6314

NEVADA

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Douglas Barnett

2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy

Henderson, NV 89052
702-492-4701

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Colageo
673 Weston Road
Manchester, NH 03103
603-622-1514

NEW MEXICO

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Brian Kachelmeier
2000 Diamond Drive
Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-412-9682

NEW YORK

Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer

Rev. William Terjesen
714 Hudson Avenue
Peekskill, NY 10566
914-293-0081

NORTH CAROLINA

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Tod Rappe

1605 Van Buren Avenue
Fayetteville, NC 28303
910-488-6010

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Olson

3353 US 176 North
Tryon, NC 28782
828-859-0379

NORTH DAKOTA

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard
420 1st Street S.E.
Gwinner SD 58040
701-678-2401

OHIO

Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Rev. Wesley Hromowyk
766 S. Maple Avenue
Columbus, OH 43206
614-444-3456

St. Timothy Lutheran

Rev. Joel Sutton
5040 Rye Drive
Dayton, OH 45424
937-233-2443

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Keith Witte

1240 S. Maple Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-0651
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Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Jud
1285 Main Street
Hamilton, OH 45013
513-893-6792

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Michael Phillips
2120 Lakewood Avenue
Lima, OH 45805
419-222-2541

St. Pauls Lutheran

Rev. Paul Schlueter

7960 State Route 38
Millford Center, OH 43045
937-349-2405

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Stephen Niermann
16035 County Road U
Napoleon, OH 43545
419-598-896

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Robert Green
7500 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
440-845-2230
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran

Rev. John Rutz
13101 Five Point Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-6939

St. John Lutheran
Rev. James Haugen
8888 Prospect Road
Strongville, OH 44136
440-234-5806

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Benjamin Meyer
15370 Meredith State Road
Sunbury, OH 43074
740-965-1685

OKLAHOMA

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Christian Tiews

1314 E. 6th Street
Okmulgee, OK 74447
918-756-6046

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Hall
2331 E. 5th Place
Tulsa, OK 74104
918-592-2999
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OREGON

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Alexander Lange
2515 Queen Avenue S.E.
Albany, OR 97322
541-928-0214

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Eric Lange

795 E. Powell Blvd
Gresham, OR 97030
503-665-5414

Reformation Lutheran (ELS)
Rev. Steven Brockdorf

4435 S.E. Tualatin Valley Hwy
Hillsboro, OR 97123
503-648-1393

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Evan Goeglein
8582 Rogue River Hwy.
Rogue River, OR 97537
541-582-0457

PENNSYLVANIA

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rev. Michael Podeszwa
60 Rochester Road
Freedom, PA 15042
724-728-3881

Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Adam Koontz

308 Petersburg Road
Lititz, PA 17543
717-560-6751

Logos Lutheran

Rev. Rob Kieselowsky
628 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130
215-992-9102

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Scott Kuntz

285 Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15229
412-931-4500

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Robert Kieselowsky
25 E. Scenic Road
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran

Rev. David Young
1169 W. Street Road
Warminster, PA 18974
215-672-8181

SOUTH DAKOTA

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Matthew Wurm

629 9th Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-2678

Peace Lutheran Church
Rev. David Lindenberg
219 E. Saint Anne Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-721-6480

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Nix
4801 E. 6th Street
Sioux Falls, SD 57110
605-338-3769

TENNESSEE

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Larry Peters
Rev. Daniel Ulrich
2041 Madison Street
Clarksville, TN 37043
931-647-6750

Redeemer Lutheran

Rev. Philip Young

800 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Robert Portier
1610 Pullen Road
Sevierville, TN 37862
865-365-8551

TEXAS

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Paul Harris
1207 W. 45th
Austin, TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River Street
Austin, TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
1701 N. Broadway
Ballinger, TX 76821
325-942-9275
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Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Brent McGuire
Rev. Adam Douthwaite
7611 Park Lane

Dallas, TX 75225
214-368-1371

Divine Savior Lutheran Church

Rev. Randall Wehmeyer
405 Ingram Road
Devine, Texas 78016
830-663-3735

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Carl Roth
801 W. 11th Street
Elgin, TX 78621
512-281-3367

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
12358 Country Road 5500
Eola, TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Grassley
4513 Williams Road
Fort Worth, TX 76116
817-560-0030

Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Bramich
1500 FM 156 S

Haslet, TX 76052
817-439-2100

Memorial Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Scott Murray

Rev. Sagar Pilli

Rev. Dr. Christopher Ahiman
Rev. lan Pacey

Rev. Robert Paul

5800 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Dr. Laurence White
Rev. Robert Hull

Rev. Kelly Krieg

5000 West Tidwell Road
Houston, TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Glenn Huebel
Rev. Tom Chryst
1308 Whitley Road
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345
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http://www.mlchouston.org/
http://www.osl.cc/
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Pilgrim Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Jayson Galler
713 Florey Street
Kilgore, TX 75662
903-984-4333

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Randall Smith
5084 Church Lane
North Zulch, TX 77872
936-399-5563

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
801 1st Street
Ozona, TX 76943
325-942-9275

Faith Lutheran

Rev. James Woelmer
Rev. Robert Hill

Rev. Mark Taylor
Rev. Steve Kieser
Rev. Kurt Ulmer
1701 E. Park Bivd
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Joel Shaltanis
3601 W. 15th Street
Plano, TX 75075
972-867-5588

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Allan Eckert

3536 Lutheran Way
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-8660

Mount Calvary L utheran
Rev. David Reedy

Rev. Craig Meissler

308 Mount Calvary Drive
San Antonio, TX 78209
210-824-8748

St. John Lutheran

Rev. L. Lynn Lubke
1000 N. Crockett Street
San Benito, TX 78568
956-399-3422

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
417 E. 2nd Street
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

St Mark Lutheran
Rev. Peter Kolb
2000 Clay Avenue
Waco, TX 76706
254-754-0644

VIRGINIA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Esget
Rev. Peter Eckardt
1801 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev. James Douthwaite
114 Kingsley Road S.W.
Vienna, VA 22180
703-455-4003

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Gregory Cumbee
2800 Millwood Pike
Winchester, VA 22602
540-667-1459

WASHINGTON

Peace Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Freeman
Rev. Larry Bergman
2071 Bishop Road
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-748-4108

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Timothy Winterstein
171 Eastmont Avenue

East Wenatchee, WA 98802
509-884-7623

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kyle Heck

2531 Lombard Avenue
Everett, WA 98201
425-252-7038

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Kurt Onken
9209 State Avenue
Marysville, WA 98270
360-659-4112

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Kevin Schubkegel
301 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274
360-428-0290
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Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Trevor Mankin
7050 35th Avenue N.E.
Seattle, WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran

Rev. Kerry Reese

Rev. Warrens Berger
9225 212th Street S.E.
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-7881

Beautiful Savior Lutheran

Rev. Ryan Tinetti
4320 S. Conklin Street
Spokane, WA 99203
509-747-6806

Parkland Lutheran (ELS)

Rev. Glenn Obenberger
Rev. Samuel Gullixson
Rev. Steven Sparley
Rev. Alex Ring

120 123rd Street S.
Tacoma, WA 98444
253-537-5492

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jeffrey Ries
3410 Sixth Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406
253-752-1264

WISCONSIN

St. John's Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Jackson
E 5221 Church Road
Algoma, WI 54201
920-487-2335

St. Peter's Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Amen
303 Park Street
Arlington, WI 53911
608-635-4825

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Tim Jones

110 E Grand Avenue
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-6380

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev. Eric Skovgaard
Rev. Matthew Peters
945 N. Terrace Drive
Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-797-2970
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http://www.stmarkwaco.com/
http://www.immanuelalexandria.org/
http://www.saint-athanasius.org/
http://www.oursavior-lcms.org/
http://www.faithlutheranwen.com/
http://www.immanueleverett.org/
http://www.messiah-lcms.org/
http://www.tlcmv.com/
http://www.messiahseattle.org/
http://www.snohomishshepherd.org/
http://www.snohomishshepherd.org/
http://www.parklandlutheran.org
http://www.zion-tacoma.org
http://www.stjohnsalgoma.org/
http://www.stpetersarlington.org
http://www.zionlcmscf.org
http://www.egl.org/

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev. Aaron Koch

3820 W. Layton Avenue
Greenfield, WI 53221
414-282-4900

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. James Roemke
2026 22nd Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-551-8182

Mount Olive Lutheran
Rev. Jason Zobel
Rev. Dan Anderson
110 N. Whitney Way
Madison, WI 53705
608-238-5656

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Zagel
450 Bridge Street
Mayville, WI 53050
920-387-3568

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Ricky Schroeder
1228 S. Park Avenue
Neenah, WI 54956
920-725-0510

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Brian Crane

3700 Washington Avenue
Racine, WI 53405
262-633-4831

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. Jacob Gilbert
Rev. Dan Feldscher
510 Kewaunee Street
Racine, WI 53402
262-637-7011

St Jakobi Lutheran

Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Road A
Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel and
University Student Center
Rev. Michael Larson

3833 N. Maryland Avenue
Shorewood, WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Peter Bender

Rev. Gary Gehlbach

W240 N6145 Maple Avenue
Sussex, WI 53089
262-246-3200

ur Savior Lutheran Church
Rev. Michael Henrichs
Rev. Dr. John Wohlrabe
6021 N Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay, Wl 53217
414-332-4458

WYOMING

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Jon Olson

1240 S. Missouri Avenue
Casper, WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jakob Berger
601 S. 9th Street
Douglas, WY 82633
307-358-2810
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Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Jared Tucher

1001 E. 9th Street
Gillette, WY 82717
307-682-4886

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Bott

175 N. Willow Street
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3409

CANADA

St. Matthew Lutheran
Rev. Michael Keith
5021 52nd Avenue
Stony Plain, AB T7Z1CA1
780-963-2416

Bethel Lutheran

Rev. Jamie Bosma

264 Wilson Street
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9
807-344-8322
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trademark of Lutheran Public Radio,
1600 Golfview Dr, Suite 230
Collinsville, IL 62234.
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