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Dear Issues, Etc. Journal Reader, .

; reetin in the name of Jesus.

In this issue, | present a little thought experiment. Gospel Reductionism replaces
the Bible as the source and norm of all theology with the Gospel. Instead of
asking, “Does this idea agree with the Bible?” Gospel Reductionism asks, “Does
this idea agree with the Gospel?” What would a Gospel Reductionist edition of
Luther’s Small Catechism look like? Read on and see.

In our Wittenberg Trail feature, Dr. Russell Dawn tells us about his discovery of
the firm reality of the Cross in the Lutheran confession of faith after his time
tottering on the flimsy foundation of experiential Anglicanism.

You’ll also find a list of sponsoring congregations at the end of the Journal.
Enjoy reading this edition of the Journal.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.

www.issuesetc.org
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Luther’s Small

Catechism:
Gospel Reductionist Edition

by Todd Wilken

| have written about Gospel Reductionism a
lot in the last several years. The reason is that
| am convinced that Gospel Reductionism is

alive and well in American Lutheranism.

In its crassest form, Gospel Reductionism

replaces the Bible as the source and norm of

all theology. It replaces the Bible with the Gospel.
The Gospel becomes the standard by which theological ideas are

judged to be true or false. Instead of asking, “Does this idea agree with the

Bible?” Gospel Reductionism asks, “Does this idea agree with the Gospel?”

Gospel Reductionism is the big, unpaid bill of the 20th century’s Battle for
the Bible in American Christianity, and in American Lutheranism in particular.
There were two allied, hostile forces during the Battle for the Bible. First and
more obviously, there was liberal Bible scholarship. Second and less obviously,
there was Gospel Reductionism. Many in American Lutheranism simply
surrendered to both. A few didn’t. But among those who entered the battle,
most focused their attention almost entirely on combatting liberal Bible
scholarship. Relatively few recognized Gospel Reductionism as an enemy allied

with liberal Bible scholarship.
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Gospel Reductionism invaded Lutheranism along with liberal Bible
Scholarship. The “Battle for the Bible” drove back liberal Bible scholarship, but
failed to do the same to Gospel Reductionism. Gospel Reductionism stayed,

settled down, applied for, and was granted citizenship.

Gospel Reductionism divides the Bible into important doctrines and
unimportant doctrines. Doctrines that agree with the Gospel are important.
Doctrines that don’t aren’t. What kind of doctrines have been judged to be
unimportant? In some cases, Gospel Reductionism eventually decided that
most of the Bible had no direct relationship to the Gospel. Today, in
denominations where Gospel Reductionism holds sway, almost everything in the
Bible can be questioned or denied, up to and including the resurrection of

Jesus, all in the name of the Gospel.

Gospel Reductionism also pits Law and Gospel against one another.
Some brave souls attempted this to deny the Law entirely, lapsing into complete
antinomianism. But true antinomianism is like one of those radioactive isotopes
with a very short half-life. It decays quickly, usually into what Christian Smith
and Melinda Lundquist Denton have famously called, “moralistic therapeutic

deism.”

In actual practice, Gospel Reductionists have rejected only particular
parts and uses of the Law. It’s still wrong to cheat on your wife, unless she’s fine
with that. Then you call it “serial non-monogamy.” Killing is wrong, unless the

victim is an unborn child, a mentally disabled person, or the elderly.

Gospel Reductionism also manifests itself in less obvious ways. Does
your pastor’s preaching and teaching give you the impression that the Gospel is
good but the Law is bad, or a necessary evil? He may be under the influence of
Gospel Reductionism. Ask your pastor, “Why did God give us His Law?” If he
answers, “To show us both our sin and what the life of good works and love for

the neighbor looks like,” good! But if he answers, “To show us our sin” and then
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stops talking, you may well be talking to a Gospel Reductionist. Gospel
Reductionism can be found not only in what a pastor says, but also in what he
doesn’t say, or refuses to say. If a pastor refuses to say that God’s Law is also
teaching God’s good will for the Christian’s life, he is likely under the influence of

Gospel Reductionism.

This refusal to talk about the positive teaching of the Law for the Christian
is sometimes couched in the language of Christian Freedom. “You are free in
Christ” replaces the positive teaching of the Law. What does that freedom look
like? Am | free to steal from my employer? Am | free to serve my neighbor by
taking her to an abortion clinic? Am | free to serve my Muslim neighbor by
worshipping with him at the local mosque? If not, why not? The answers to
these questions aren’t found in the Gospel. They are found in the Law. But if the
shape of that freedom is deliberately left unspecified, and the positive teaching
of the Law is avoided, those answers are never given. This is textbook Gospel

Reductionism.

All this is the result of attempting to replace the Bible with the Gospel. If
applied consistently, Gospel Reductionism effectively reduces theology to only
those very few doctrines that are considered directly related to the Gospel. The
Bible is selectively mined for Gospel-friendly ideas. But the Gospel doesn’t exist
in a Scriptural vacuum. The Gospel itself depends on the rest of the Bible. As
the Bible is reduced, so the Gospel itself is also reduced to a vague message of

divine forgiveness, or more likely today, affirmation.

When | hear pastors make statements like, “How would the Gospel be

threatened if Adam and Eve weren’t real, historical people?” or “I’m not too

concerned if someone denies the doctrine of as long as they don’t
deny the Gospel,” or “The Gospel is all that matters,” | hear the echoes, if not

the voice, of Gospel Reductionism.
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| wonder what they are actually teaching the people under their care. What
do you teach in Bible class if the only important teaching of the Bible is the bare

Gospel? What do you teach your catechism classes?

And that got me thinking: What would a Gospel Reductionist edition of
Luther’s Small Catechism look like? Let’s see.

Luther’s Small Catechism
Gospel Reductionism Edition

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his
household.

I. The Ten Commandments

The First Commandment.
Thou shalt have no other gods.

What does this mean?--Answer.
We sheudd don’t fear, love, and trust in God above all
things.

The Second Commandment.
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.

What does this mean?--Answer.

The Third Commandment.
Thou shalt sanctify the holy day.

What does this mean?--Answer.
We shewid don’t fear and love God

www.issuesetc.org
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The Fourth Commandment.
Thou sha/t honor thy father and thy mother [ﬁeeHFma%e

What does this mean?
We elee% don’t fear and Iove God #Iea%we#eyeee%

10

The Fifth Commandment.
Thou shalt not Kill.

What does this mean?

We shotid don ’t fear and love God &eaﬁ#e#ayeee#he#

The Sixth Commandment.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

What does this mean?
We e/eee#el don’t fear and Iove God %#e#aﬁeee/%

The Seventh Commandment.
Thou shalt not steal.

What does this mean?

We elee% don 't fear and Iove God #Iea%we#a%ae%ta#e

The Eighth Commandment.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

What does this mean?
We e/ee% don ’t fear and love God%lee%w%eeayeee%

www.issuesetc.org
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The Ninth Commandment.
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house.

What does this mean?
We sl#e#ﬁel don’t fear and Iove God

The Tenth Commandment.
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man-
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his cattle, nor anything
that is his.

What does this mean?

What Does God Say of All These Commandments?
He says thus (Exod 20 519 / the Lord thy God, am a fea#e%

As you can see, Gospel Reductionism, if consistently applied, reduces the

Ten Commandments to a truncated, non-specific accusation of violating the

First Commandment. All the particulars are lost. It is true that the First
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Commandment encompasses all of the Ten Commandments. But the First

Commandment doesn’t exhaust the other commandments.

Also, since the Law can only accuse, the Ten Commandments have

12

nothing to teach us. They reveal only our sin, and nothing of God’s order and will

for one’s life. Does the Creed fare any better?

Il. The Creed

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his

household.

The First Article, Of Creation.

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

What does this mean?--Answer.

| believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my
limbs, my reason, and all my senses, and still preserves
them; in addition thereto, clothing and shoes, meat and
arink, house and homestead, wife and children, fields,
cattle, and all my goods; that He provides me richly and
daily with all that | need to support this body and life,
protects me from all danger, and guards me and preserves
me from all evil; and all this out of pure, fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in
me, e AMRHEROWEHTO-FHHA-TO-TAGIH—PEHSE-—Se /e —aHH
ebeyHim. This is most certainly true insofar as it agrees
with the Gospel.

The Second Article, Of Redemption.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
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What does this mean?
| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is
my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
creature, purchased and won me from all sins as I define
sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His

innocent suffermg and death #ﬁe#ﬁhe##may&le&khe

even as He is risen from the dead I/ves and reigns to all
eternity. This is most certainly true insofar as it agrees
with the Gospel.

The Third Article, Of Sanetification Conversion.
| believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?
| believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to H/m but the Holy
Ghost has called me by the Gospe

Th/s is most certainly true
/nsofar as it agrees W/th the Gospel.

To be honest, if | consistently applied Gospel Reductionism’s principle to
the Creed and its explanations, nothing would have survived the cut. As stated
above, there is little in the Bible that cannot be questioned or denied when
Gospel Reductionism is at work. Imposing the Gospel as the only norm of truth
leaves very little of the Bible’s teaching intact. This is why practitioners of

Gospel Reductionism are highly selective in what they impose their Gospel
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standard upon. They know that it’s hard to stop Gospel Reductionism once it is

set in motion.

lll. The Lord's Prayer

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his
household.

Our Father who art in heaven.

What does this mean?
God would thereby tenderly urge us to believe that He is
our true Father and that We are h/s true children, ee%a%we

The First Petition.
Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?

God S name /s /ndeed he%ybﬁa itself; b#?bﬁ?ﬁeﬁ@fﬁy&%ﬁh’l@

The Second Petition.
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
The klngdom of God comes /ndeed Wlthout our prayer of

www.issuesetc.org
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How is this done?
When our heavenly Father gives us his Holy Spirit, so that
by his grace we bel/eve his holy We% Gospel arcHeada

The Third Petition.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean?
The good and gracious WI// of God /s done /ndeed without
our prayer; butwe-pray-inthis-petitionthatitmay-be-doene

armoenRg-Hs-aise.

How is this done?
When God 5

ee#%le%#t strengthens and keeps us steadfast in h/s
¥erd Gospel and in faith unto our end. This is his gracious
and good will.

The Fourth Petition.
Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean?
God gives da/Iy bread, even W/thout our prayer, to all
wicked men, Bet- : A

What is meant by daily bread?
Everything that belongs to the support and wants of the
body, such as meat, drink, clothing, shoes, house,
homestead, field, cattle, money, goods, a piets spouse,
piogs children, piess servants, piess and faithful
magistrates, good government, good weather, peace,
health, éiseiphre, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors,
and the like.

The Fifth Petition.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.

www.issuesetc.org
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What does this mean?
We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not

look upon our sins, nor deny such petitions on account of
them; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we
pray, neither have we deserved them; but that he would
grant them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much, and
indeed deserve noth/ng but pun/shment S@%#%W%b‘eﬁh(%

The Sixth Petition.
And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?
God, indeed, tempts no one; but we pray in this petition
that God would guard and keep us, ee%et%h%a%e

The Seventh Petition.
But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean?
We pray in this petition, as in a summary, that our Father in
heaven would deliver us from all manner of evil, of body and
soul, property and honor, and at last, when our last hour
shall come, grant us a blessed end, and graciously take us
from this vale of tears to himself into heaven.

Amen.

What does this mean?
That | should be certain that these petitions are acceptable
to our Father in heaven and heard; for he himself kas

has promised that he will

hear us. Amen, Amen; that is, yea, yea, it shall be so.

The Catechism’s treatment of the Lord’s Prayer fares better than the

Commandments and the Creed under Gospel Reductionism. However, you will
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notice that because the standard of truth is no longer the Bible, but the Gospel,
all references to God’s Word must go. This is especially in evidence in the

second half of the Catechism.

IV. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to
his household.

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not simple water only, but it is the water
comprehended in Ged-s-eemmand the Gospel and
connected with Geg-s3Aterd the Gospel.

Which is that wetd-et:Ged Gospel’?
Chr/st our Lord Say

What does Baptism give or profit?
It works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the
devil, and gives eternal salvatio ,
the erd Gospel and promises of God declare.

Which are such werds Gospel and promlses of God?
Chrlst our Lord ays—+a-th 20tero]

How can water do such great things?
It is not the water indeed that does them, but the worg-of
Ged Gospel which is in and with the water, and faith, which
trusts such werd~e£Ged Gospel in the water. For without
the werd-efGed Gospel the water is simple water and no
baptism. But with the werdefGed Gospel it is a baptism,

that is, a gracious water of life arg-a=#ashing-of
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chapter three By the Wash/ng S
of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ, our Sawor that, be/ng just/f/ed by his grace,

I#e This is a fa/thful say/ng

What does such baptizing with water signify?
It signifies that the old Adam in us should, by daily
contrition and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins
and evil lusts as we deflne them 2

Consistently applied, Gospel Reductionism cannot appeal to Scripture. It
must concern itself with what the Gospel alone teaches, not with what the Bible
teaches. Since only the Gospel is the norm and source of theology, citing Bible
passages makes no sense. Seeing this laid out this way, it quickly becomes

evident that the Gospel Reductionist approach to Scripture is self refuting.

As in Gospel Reductionism’s treatment of the Commandments, we must
reject those parts of the Bible that speak of the results of Baptism that have
anything to do with the Law other than its accusation, since these results are not,

(strictly speaking) part of the Gospel.

And, since Gospel Reductionism has evacuated the particular content of
the Ten Commandments, sin has no definition. We are free to define it for

ourselves.
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V. Confession

How Christians should be taught to confess.

What is Confession?
Confession embraces two parts: the one is, that we confess
our sins as we ourselves define them; the other, that we
receive absolut/on or forg/veness #@m%@@%%@#&%

as smful.

Which are these?
Here consider your

Set free by the Gospel from the constraints of the Bible, the Gospel
Reductionist isn’t only at liberty to define sin for himself, he is actually required
to do so. What other moral authority is there? The Gospel Reductionist’s
personal moral standard is as good as anything else. There was a time during
the heyday of Gospel Reductionism when its practitioners attempted to find
moral limits and guidance in the Gospel itself. They called these rules by the
oxymoron “Gospel Imperatives.” At first, these imperatives corresponded to the
Ten Commandments. Later, they would conform to the prevailing cultural

standards of morality. Cut free from the Bible, this was inevitable.
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So what sins do you confess to God when you decide for yourself what is

right and wrong? Do you need to confess at all?

VI. The Sacrament of the Altar

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his
household.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar’?

What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
That is shown us in %—h%e%#eﬁels the Gospel %#eﬁ=aﬁe¢

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
It is not the eat/ng and drinking, /ndeed that does them=but

www.issuesetc.org
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Without the ability to appeal to Scripture as authoritative, Gospel
Reductionism cannot assemble the Bible passages necessary to coherently
answer the questions posed in the Catechism. The answers to those questions

aren’t found in the Gospel itself.

Why is it difficult for a pastor influenced by Gospel Reductionism to

actually teach the Catechism in this way?

First, Gospel Reductionism isn’t consistently applied, even by those
devoted to it. Why? As stated above, Gospel Reductionism is self-refuting.
Gospel Reductionism forces Scripture to conform to the Gospel alone. But the
Gospel doesn’t exist alone. The Gospel only exists as supported and informed
by Scripture. This is why traditional Lutheran teaching spoke not of only the

Gospel, but of “the Gospel and all its articles.”

Second, even pastors who employ Gospel Reductionism know that it isn’t
an honest approach to the Bible. Gospel Reductionism may begin as an
amusing theological parlor trick, but it is just that: a trick. Instead of dealing with
the teaching of the Bible, honestly exploring those teachings to understand not

only how they relate to the Gospel, but also everything God is teaching through

www.issuesetc.org
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them, Gospel Reductionism gives Christians permission to ignore, disregard, or

even deny whatever inconvenient truths they may find.

Even more disingenuous is Gospel Reductionism’s claim to do this in the
name of the Gospel, for the sake of the Gospel. This claim is false. Gospel
Reductionism is not about the Gospel. It is about avoiding God’s Word in its
totality. Gospel Reductionism guts the Bible, and in the process, guts the

Gospel too.

Third, by the time a thoroughgoing Gospel Reductionist is done using the
Gospel to ignore, explain away, or deny Scripture, why do catechesis at all?

What’s left to teach? A Gospel Reductionist edition of the Catechism turns out

to be a very short and insubstantial document.

In October of 2017, for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, |
interviewed Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. It was a remarkable interview. The casual listener would
have come away with the impression that the ELCA was all about the Gospel.
Bishop Eaton spoke glowingly of the Gospel, the Bible, and of the Lutheran

Confessions (of which Luther’s Small Catechism is a part).

Afterward, a listener asked me how Bishop Eaton could so strongly affirm
the justification of the sinner by grace, though faith, for Christ’s sake, and yet
preside over a denomination that also affirms and celebrates homosexual
marriage and clergy, abortion on demand, radical feminism, and the entire

agenda of the Sexual Revolution.

The answer was simple: Gospel Reductionism. And it was found tucked
into one of Bishop Eaton’s final answers. | asked her if the ELCA considered the
Lutheran Confessions to be a right exposition of Holy Scripture. She answered,
“The Lutheran Confessions, they are a right exposition and a witness to the

Gospel, and that’s part of our ordination vows.”
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By now you should be able to see the shift: | had asked about faithfulness
to Scripture, she had answered about faithfulness to the Gospel. She
substituted the Gospel for Scripture as the standard of faithfulness. This is how
she could so strongly affirm justification, and at the same time affirm and
celebrate so many things contrary to Scripture. Her standard of truth wasn’t

Scripture, it was the Gospel.

The ELCA is what it looks like when a denomination embraces Gospel
Reductionism. But make no mistake, Gospel Reductionism isn’t quarantined in

progressive Protestantism.

Why have | chosen to use the Catechism to illustrate the danger of Gospel
Reductionism? Two reasons: First, to provide a diagnostic for the laity. A
Lutheran pastor should be able to teach Luther’s Small Catechism word for
word. If he can’t, we need to ask what in the Catechism he cannot teach and
why. Is it possible that he has substituted the Gospel for Scripture as his source

and norm of truth?

Second, | chose to use the Catechism to illustrate the danger of Gospel
Reductionism. Robust teaching of the Catechism itself is a remedy to Gospel
Reductionism where it has taken hold, and a protection against it where it

hasn’t.

The Catechism itself teaches us that while the Gospel is what matters
most, the Gospel isn’t the only thing that matters. The Catechism itself teaches
us that the Christian faith is centered upon the Gospel, but not exhausted by the
Gospel. The Catechism itself teaches us that the only source and norm of truth
—even the precious truth of the Gospel itself—is Scripture. If we want to extol
the Good News of Jesus Christ, crucified and raised for the salvation of sinners,
we don’t do so by downplaying anything else Scripture teaches. Downplaying
anything Scripture teaches diminishes the Gospel. The fact is, everything else

Scripture teaches is there to extol the Gospel.
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Wittenberg Trail:
The Firm Reality of the Cross

by Dr. Russell Dawn

| was raised in the Episcopal Church USA which is now known as The
Episcopal Church. That opening sentence may lead some readers to assume
that this is a story of my escape from theological liberalism and “anything goes”
teachings about sexuality. | did escape them by changing denominations, but that
was to another Anglican denomination, and it happened years before | became
Lutheran. Rather, this is a story of departing a tradition that | loved. The Anglican
tradition was ultimately too theologically unclear, and too focused upon subjective

experience.

Most Anglican denominations are non-confessional. That is, they do not
have doctrinal statements with which clergy must agree. Even when the 39
Articles of Religion were binding in the Church of England, the content of those
articles was relatively brief and general. England’s Queen Elizabeth | did not
want the church to probe too deeply into people’s souls. In this way, she was able
to maintain a significant measure of visible unity within the realm through the
connective tissue of the Church. In her time (the late 16t century), only the most
ardent Catholics or radical Puritans were unable to find a place in England’s
established church. Everyone between these two extremes could be part of the
local parish church, which happened also to be a local arm of royal power. Over
the centuries since Elizabeth, as doctrinal confessions have faded into obscurity,

visible unity has remained the strength of Anglicanism.

But this strength is also a profound weakness. Visible unity can (and

generally does) hide doctrinal disunity. This disunity can lead to confusion or
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even heresy. That is part of why many parishes and dioceses of The Episcopal
Church, America’s largest Anglican denomination, now admit all sorts of heretical
teachings and practices. It was due to these heresies that | left The Episcopal

Church for a small, orthodox Anglican denomination when | was in my early 30s.

But even where Anglicanism has not strayed from the faith, the doctrinal
disunity can be profound. In my years as an Anglican, | was taught that the
Reformation was among the greatest events in history, and that it was a tragedy.
| was taught that the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper are the Body and
Blood of Christ, and that they are merely symbolic reminders of the Crucifixion in
the same way that a birthday cake is a reminder of someone’s birth. | was taught
that some are predestined to heaven and others to hell, that some are
predestined to heaven but none are to hell, and that there is no predestination. |
was taught that justification is by grace alone through faith alone, and that one
must make a decision for Christ to partake of justification by grace. Which

teaching | heard depended on which priest was preaching.

With such inconsistent teaching, it is little wonder that | was theologically
confused. The one thing that was consistent in the teaching | received was the
vital importance of experience. One might say that the central point of doctrine is
the centrality of experience in the life of the Christian. This is not to say | was
taught that experience brings salvation, but rather that certain kinds of
experience are the incremental goals of the Christian life. Reaching these

experiences helps to assure us of our salvation.

For instance, experience might come in the form of a connection to the
liturgy (whether traditional or innovative), or perhaps a “charismatic”
manifestation such as an unfamiliar prayer language, or the ability to prophesy
about the future. Most decisively, however, experience would come in the forms
of an ever-increasing feeling of intimacy with Jesus, and ever-increasing holiness

in life. These ideas were taught in different ways by different teachers. But

www.issuesetc.org


http://www.issuesetc.org

MEMORIA PRESS

CLASSICAL.
CHRISTIAN.
COMPLETE.

Everything you need to provide your student
with a classical Christian education.

—— MEMORIAPRESS.COM ——



http://www.issuesetc.org

32

ultimately the focus was more on the fruits of faith than on the Author of faith; on
my subjective response of faith rather than the objective works of Christ on the
Cross, and of the Holy Spirit in Word and Sacrament. | would know that | was

living the Christian life by experiential progress.

The problem was, | didn’t. | uttered not a syllable in a language other than
English. Further, | was too acutely aware of my own sin to believe that | was
becoming more holy, and | did not often have an emotional experience of
intimacy with Christ. No amount of effort or prayer changed any of this. At times |

even questioned my salvation.

When | was in my mid-30s, | began to study theology formally at Oxford
University. | did so for three reasons. First, it was a professional or vocational
move, because | was unhappy in my profession as a lawyer. Second, it was an
attempt to find and secure my status before God. Specifically, | thought that |
would be better off spiritually if | gave up my lucrative profession. As it turned out,
after leaving the legal profession, | found myself just as prone to greed and envy
as | was before. Thus, | still saw myself as wanting to be saved but unable to be
faithful enough, and | saw God as apparently not wanting to help me. Thankfully,
my third reason for the change was that | loved the history of Christian thought,
and hoped to find clarity by studying it. By God’s grace | not only found clarity, but

peace.

| was approaching age 40 when God made clear to me how truly profound
and extensive the Gospel of His love is. | found that my anxiety and fear had
resulted not from an indifferent God, but from my own anemic view of His love.
The turning point came in an unlikely setting but from a very likely source. The
unlikely setting was that | needed a topic for an essay in my masters program. A

friend encouraged me to write on Luther and the third use of the law. My
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research took me down that road and straight to the likely source, Luther’s On

the Freedom of a Christian.

Through Luther’s unpacking of Scripture, God showed me that my
emphasis on experience was keeping me bound to the law. He taught me to look
to Christ crucified, rather than my own emotions or holiness, for assurance of my
salvation. He taught me that my sin should drive me to the foot of the Cross for
forgiveness, rather than to the next redoubling of my own efforts to escape sin.
My efforts should be for the sake of my neighbor, whom | am called to serve. In

short, the handcuffs of the law fell from my wrists.

Soon afterward, | read the Formula of Concord in order to learn in detail
what Lutherans believe about Scripture. What | saw there was one faithful and
reliable interpretation of Scripture after another. | especially appreciated that,
where Scripture does not provide a clear answer, the authors of the Formula
were content to accept the mystery, rather than speculating about what the
answer must be. After this, | went through formal catechesis at the Oxford
Lutheran Mission, and became Lutheran shortly after my 40t birthday. My wife, a

cradle Missouri-Synod Lutheran, was thrilled.

Doctrine, it turns out, is not dry or lifeless. It is not a mere distraction from
all-important experience; it is the stuff of eternal life. True biblical doctrine tells us
how complete and objectively reliable the grace of God is in raising us out of our
spiritual death, into the life of Christ. Right doctrine provides firm ground for the

believer. That firm ground is the objective truth of Christ crucified and risen for us.

Anglicanism today, like many strands of modern Christianity, does not see
that the objective truth of the Gospel is the essence of the life of faith. Instead,
Anglicanism sees that life as centered on the believer’s subjective experience. |

never could find the peace that passes understanding in the highs and lows of
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my emotions, or my perceptions of my own holiness. For me, that ground was
simply too shaky, too unreliable. | found myself at times on the brink of despair.
What Lutheranism has given me is the firm, objective reality of the Cross of

Christ, with all the clarity of Law and Gospel presented there. In the Cross, God

has given me peace.
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IOWA
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Rev. Michael Knox

904 Bluff Street
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Rev. Nathan Dudley
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St. John Lutheran

Rev. Don Erickson
5092 480th Street
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http://www.stpaulifalls.com/
http://www.gslcmarshal.org/

Glory of Christ Lutheran
Rev. Jeremiah Johnson
Rev. Kyle Krueger

Rev. John Fehrman
Rev. Dean Weibel

4040 Hwy 101 N.
Plymouth, MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Horton
14385 Blaine Avenue E.

Rosemount, MN 55068-5929

651-423-2149

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Timm
2718 3rd Street N.
St Cloud, MN 56303
320-252-8171

MISSISSIPPI

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Dr.. James Holowach
4423 1-55 North

Jackson, MS 39206
601-366-2055

MISSOURI

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Warren Woerth

2211 Tenbrook Road
Arnold, MO 63010
636-296-1292

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Mark Below
15750 Baxter Road
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636-532-0400

Mount Calvary L utheran
Rev. James Gier
1215 Baldwin Lane

Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 County Road 202
Gravelton, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Immanuel Lutheran

4203 Tracy Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110
816-561-0561

Village Lutheran

Rev. Dr.. Kevin Golden
Rev. Dr.. Matthew Harrison
9237 Clayton Road
Ladue, MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Drive
Lebanon, MO 65536
417-532-2717

Prince of Peace

Rev. Dr. Mark Smith

8646 New Sappington Road
Saint Louis, MO 63126
314-843-8448

St. Paul's Lutheran

Rev. Steve Riordan
955 Hwy 109
Wildwood, MO 63038
636-273-6239

MONTANA

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Paul Shupe
301 Vail Avenue
Belfry, MT 59008
406-662-3776

Christ The King Lutheran

Rev. Ryan Wendt

759 Newman Lane
Billings, MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Paul Shupe
404 S. 3rd Street
Bridger, MT 59014
406-662-3776

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Andrew Eckert
184 Pine Hollow Road
Stevenville, MT 59870
406-777-5625

NEBRASKA

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. James Moshier
1005 9th Street
Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7667
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Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Rathjen
34 Alden Street
Auburn, NE 68305
402-274-4210

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Allen K. Strawn
506 Main Street
Bridgeport, NE 69336
308-262-0424

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Scott Porath
1009 G Street
Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2190

Peace Lutheran

906 N. California Avenue
Hastings, NE 68901
402-462-9023

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Clint Poppe

Rev. Christopher Marande
Rev. Luke Russert

3825 Wildbriar Lane
Lincoln, NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Mark Ebert
Rev. Michael Brown
510 S. 33rd Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
402-477-1710

Lamb of God Lutheran
Rev. Philip Houser
1414 South Washington
Papillion, NE 68046
402-934-9045

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Craig Niemeier
1653 Worms Road
Saint Libory, NE 68872
308-687-6314

NEVADA

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Douglas Barnett

2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy

Henderson, NV 89052
702-492-4701
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http://www.gloryofchrist.org/
http://www.state.net/sjrv/
http://www.redeemerstcloud.org/
http://www.christlutheranjacksonms.org/
https://www.goodshepherdarnold.org
http://www.lolstl.org
http://www.mtcalvarylutheran.org/
http://www.immanuellcms.com/
http://www.villagelutheranchurch.org/
http://www.trinitylebanon.com
http://www.poplchurch.org/
http://www.stpaulslutheran-wildwood.com/
http://www.ctkbillings.org/
http://www.trinityarapahoe.org/
http://trinityaubne.org
http://www.stpauls-seeds-of-faith.blogspot.com/
https://zionimperial.ctsmemberconnect.net/home-ctrl.do
http://www.immanueleagle.org
https://zionimperial.ctsmemberconnect.net/home-ctrl.do
http://www.peacelutheranhstings.org/
http://www.goodshepherdlincoln.org/
http://www.redeemerlincoln.org/
http://www.lambofgodlcms.org/
http://www.zionworms.org/
http://www.gracelutheranhenderson.org/

NEW MEXICO

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Brian Kachelmeier
2000 Diamond Drive
Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-412-9682

NEW YORK

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Timmothy Heath Jr
3917 Waverly Road
Owego, NY 13827
607-687-1205

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Rev. William Terjesen
714 Hudson Avenue
Peekskill, NY 10566

914-293-0081

Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev. Gordon Naumann
23 Crane Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-723-1998

NORTH CAROLINA

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Tod Rappe

1605 Van Buren Avenue
Fayetteville, NC 28303
910-488-6010

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Olson

3353 US 176 North
Tryon, NC 28782
828-859-0379

NORTH DAKOTA

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard
420 1st Street S.E.
Gwinner SD 58040
701-678-2401

OHIO

Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Rev. Wesley Hromowyk

766 High Street
Columbus, OH 43206
614-444-3456

St. Timothy Lutheran
Rev. Joel Sutton

5040 Rye Drive
Dayton, OH 45424
937-233-2443

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Keith Witte

1240 S. Maple Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-0651

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Jud
1285 Main Street
Hamilton, OH 45013
513-893-6792

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Michael Phillips
2120 Lakewood Avenue
Lima, OH 45805
419-222-2541

St. Pauls Lutheran

Rev. Paul Schlueter

7960 State Route 38
Millford Center, OH 43045
937-349-2405

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Robert Green
7500 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
440-845-2230

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran

Rev. John Rutz
13101 Five Point Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-6939

St. John Lutheran
Rev. James Haugen
8888 Prospect Road
Strongville, OH 44136
440-234-5806

Hope Lutheran
Rev. Benjamin Meyer

15370 Meredith State Road

Sunbury, OH 43074
740-965-1685

OKLAHOMA

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Christian Tiews

1314 E. 6th Street
Okmulgee, OK 74447
918-756-6046

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Hall
2331 E. 5th Place
Tulsa, OK 74104
918-592-2999
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OREGON

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Alexander Lange
2515 Queen Avenue S.E.
Albany, OR 97322
541-928-0214

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Eric Lange

795 E. Powell Blvd
Gresham, OR 97030
503-665-5414

Reformation Lutheran (ELS)

Rev. Steven Brockdorf

4435 S.E. Tualatin Valley Hwy

Hillsboro, OR 97123
503-648-1393

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Evan Goeglein
8582 Rogue River Hwy.
Rogue River, OR 97537
541-582-0457

PENNSYLVANIA

Prince of Peace | utheran
Rev. Michael Podeszwa
60 Rochester Road
Freedom, PA 15042
724-728-3881

Mt. Calvary L utheran
Rev. Adam Koontz

308 Petersburg Road
Lititz, PA 17543
717-560-6751

Logos Lutheran
Rev. Rob Kieselowsky

628 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130
215-992-9102

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Scott Kuntz

285 Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15229
412-931-4500

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Robert Kieselowsky
25 E. Scenic Road
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran

Rev. David Young
1169 W. Street Road
Warminster, PA 18974
215-672-8181
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http://www.ziongwinner.org/
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SOUTH DAKOTA

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Matthew Wurm
629 9th Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-2678

Peace Lutheran Church
Rev. David Lindenberg
219 E. Saint Anne Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-721-6480

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Nix
4801 E. 6th Street
Sioux Falls, SD 57110
605-338-3769

TENNESSEE

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Larry Peters
Rev. Daniel Ulrich
2041 Madison Street
Clarksville, TN 37043
931-647-6750

Redeemer Lutheran

Rev. Philip Young

800 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Robert Portier
1610 Pullen Road
Sevierville, TN 37862
865-365-8551

TEXAS

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller
3501 Red River Street
Austin, TX 78705
512-472-8301

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Paul Harris
1207 W. 45th
Austin, TX 78756
512-453-3835

Bethel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
1701 N. Broadway
Ballinger, TX 76821
325-942-9275

Divine Savior Lutheran Church
Rev. Randall Wehmeyer

405 Ingram Road

Devine, Texas 78016
830-663-3735

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Carl Roth
801 W. 11th Street
Elgin, TX 78621
512-281-3367

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
12358 Country Road 5500
Eola, TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Grassley
4513 Williams Road
Fort Worth, TX 76116
817-560-0030

Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Bramich
1500 FM 156 S

Haslet, TX 76052
817-439-2100

Memorial Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Scott Murray

Rev. Sagar Pilli

Rev. Dr. Christopher Ahlman
Rev. lan Pacey

Rev. Robert Paul

5800 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Dr. Laurence White
Rev. Robert Hull

Rev. Kelly Krieg

5000 West Tidwell Road
Houston, TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Tom Chryst
1308 Whitley Road
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

Pilgrim Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Jayson Galler
713 Florey Street
Kilgore, TX 75662
903-984-4333
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Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Randall Smith
5084 Church Lane
North Zulch, TX 77872
936-399-5563

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
801 1st Street
Ozona, TX 76943
325-942-9275

Faith Lutheran

Rev. James Woelmer
Rev. Robert Hill

Rev. Mark Taylor
Rev. Steve Kieser
Rev. Kurt Ulmer
1701 E. Park Blvd
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Joel Shaltanis
3601 W. 15th Street
Plano, TX 75075
972-867-5588

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Allan Eckert

3536 Lutheran Way
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-8660

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. David Reedy

Rev. Craig Meissler

308 Mount Calvary Drive
San Antonio, TX 78209
210-824-8748

St. John Lutheran

Rev. L. Lynn Lubke
1000 N. Crockett Street
San Benito, TX 78568
956-399-3422

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
417 E. 2nd Street
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

St Mark Lutheran
Rev. Peter Kolb
2000 Clay Avenue
Waco, TX 76706
254-754-0644
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http://www.mountcalvary1.org/
http://www.peacelutheranrc.org/
http://www.christsiouxfalls.org/
http://www.grace-lutheran-church.org/
http://www.redeemernashville.org/
http://www.splctn.com/
http://www.stpaulaustin.org/
http://www.trinityaustin.com/
http://www.divinesaviorlc.org/
http://www.graceelgin.org/
http://www.redeemerfw.org/
http://www.holy-shepherd.com
http://www.mlchouston.org/
http://www.osl.cc/
http://www.messiahkeller.org/
http://www.pilgrimlc.org
http://www.faithplano.org/
http://www.lol-plano.org/
http://www.tlcsanangelo.com/
http://www.mtcsa.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/sjlcsb/
http://www.stmarkwaco.com/

VIRGINIA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Esget
Rev. Peter Eckardt
1801 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev. James Douthwaite
114 Kingsley Road S.W.
Vienna, VA 22180
703-455-4003

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Gregory Cumbee
2800 Millwood Pike
Winchester, VA 22602
540-667-1459

WASHINGTON

Peace Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Freeman
Rev. Larry Bergman
2071 Bishop Road
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-748-4108

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kyle Heck

2531 Lombard Avenue
Everett, WA 98201
425-252-7038

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Kurt Onken
9209 State Avenue
Marysville, WA 98270
360-659-4112

Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Trevor Mankin
7050 35th Avenue N.E.
Seattle, WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Rev. Kerry Reese

Rev. Warrens Berger

9225 212th Street S.E.
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-7881

Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Tinetti

4320 S. Conklin Street
Spokane, WA 99203
509-747-6806

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Craig Wulf

17909 E. Broadway Avenue
Spokane Valley, WA 99016
509-924-1630

Parkland Lutheran (ELS)
Rev. Glenn Obenberger
Rev. Samuel Gullixson
Rev. Steven Sparley
Rev. Alex Ring

120 123rd Street S.
Tacoma, WA 98444
253-537-5492

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jeffrey Ries
3410 Sixth Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406
253-752-1264

WISCONSIN

St. John's Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Jackson
E 5221 Church Road
Algoma, WI 54201
920-487-2335

St. Peter's Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Amen
303 Park Street
Arlington, WI 53911
608-635-4825

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Tim Jones

110 E Grand Avenue
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-6380

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev. Eric Skovgaard
Rev. Matthew Peters
945 N. Terrace Drive
Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-797-2970

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev. Aaron Koch

3820 W. Layton Avenue
Greenfield, WI 53221
414-282-4900

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. James Roemke
2026 22nd Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-551-8182
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Mount Olive Lutheran

Rev. Jason Zobel
Rev. Dan Anderson
110 N. Whitney Way
Madison, WI 53705
608-238-5656

Faith Lutheran Church and
Preschool

Rev. Michael Mathey
4009 Irving Street
Marinette, WI 54143
715-735-6506

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Zagel
450 Bridge Street
Mayville, WI 53050
920-387-3568

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Mark Eckert

N683 County Road S

New Fane (Kewaskum), WI 53040
262-626-2309

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Brian Crane

3700 Washington Avenue
Racine, WI 53405
262-633-4831

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. Jacob Gilbert
Rev. Dan Feldscher
510 Kewaunee Street
Racine, WI 53402
262-637-7011

St Jakobi Lutheran

Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Road A
Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel and
University Student Center
Rev. Michael Larson

3833 N. Maryland Avenue
Shorewood, WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Peter Bender

Rev. Gary Gehlbach

W240 N6145 Maple Avenue
Sussex, WI 53089
262-246-3200
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http://www.stjohnsalgoma.org/
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http://www.egl.org/
http://www.mountziongreenfield.org/
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http://www.faithmarinette.org
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http://www.stjohnmayville.com
http://www.stjohnlutheran.yolsite.com/
http://gracelutheranracine.net/
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http://www.stjakobi.org/
http://lmcusc.org/
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http://www.peacesussex.org/
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Our Savior Lutheran Church

Rev. Michael Henrichs
Rev. Dr. John Wohlrabe
6021 N Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay, WI 53217
414-332-4458

WYOMING

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Jon Olson

1240 S. Missouri Avenue
Casper, WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jakob Berger
601 S. 9th Street
Douglas, WY 82633
307-358-2810

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Bott

175 N. Willow Street
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3409
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CANADA

Bethel Lutheran

Rev. Jamie Bosma

264 Wilson Street
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9
807-344-8322

trademark of Lutheran Public Radio,

1600 Golfview Dr, Suite 230
Collinsville, IL 62234.

Studio Line: (877) 623-MYIE
Comment Line: (618) 223-8382
Office Line: (618) 223-8385
talkback@issuesetc.org
Twitter: @IssuesEtc
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