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!!!!!!!!!!!!
Dear Issues, Etc. Journal Reader, !
Greetings in the name of Jesus. !
In this edition of the Journal, you will find the first part of my essay “Lord’s 
Day, Lord’s House, Lord’s Supper.” In both the Old and New Testaments, the 
Lord’s Day is sanctified, not by man’s work or rest, but by God’s Word and 
work.  !
Our Wittenberg Trail feature is from former Baptist minister turned Lutheran 
pastor, the Rev. Dennis McFadden. He retraces his steps from the 
subjectivity of experience and rationalism to the objectivity of the Lutheran 
confession of faith. !
You’ll also find our sponsoring congregations in the Issues, Etc. 300 list at 
the end of the Journal. !
Enjoy this edition of the Journal.  !
Wir sind alle Bettler,!
!
Todd Wilken, host 
Issues, Etc.  
 

!
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Lord’s Day, Lord’s House,  
Lord’s Supper: Part One 

 
by Todd Wilken 

Picture the proverbial Sunday morning visitor. Church leaders of the last 50 

years have been thinking about him a lot. He is the hypothetical “man off the street” 

who wanders into our church on Sunday morning, knowing nothing about the 

Church, Christianity or Christian worship. As far as he knows, Sunday is just the 

last day of the weekend, your church is no more sacred a place than the Applebee’s 

down the street and as to what happens there Sunday morning? He has no clue. 

Church leaders have not only been thinking about this Sunday morning 

visitor, they have been reengineering Sunday morning — and everything about it — 

around him. Their answer to his unfamiliarity with Sunday morning has been to 

remake Sunday morning into something as familiar to him as possible. Whatever 

the Sunday morning visitor doesn’t find instantly familiar has been abandoned and 

replaced with something he does. Now, when he wanders into church Sunday 

morning, he doesn’t see or hear anything he hasn’t seen or heard before. Sunday 

morning church has been turned into just another way for him to spend his time. 

By focusing on the Sunday morning visitor, these church leaders have 

forgotten what Sunday morning is all about. Sunday morning doesn’t belong to the 

Sunday morning visitor. It belongs to the Lord. It is all about the Lord’s Day, the 

Lord’s House and the Lord’s Supper. 

God’s Time 

Of the many things scientists can explain, one thing they can’t explain is 

time. Cosmologist Sean Carroll, author of “From Eternity to Here: The Quest for the 

Ultimate Theory of Time,” has recently written: 

The weird thing about the arrow of time is that it’s not to be found in the 
underlying laws of physics. It’s not there. So it’s a feature of the universe we 
see, but not a feature of the laws of the individual particles. So the arrow of 
time is built on top of whatever local laws of physics apply.  1
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Why does something as basic to the universe and our lives as time still baffle 

scientists? Perhaps we shouldn’t expect to understand everything God has made. 

Christians know that time belongs to its Creator. A common misconception is that 

since God is eternal He doesn’t really care about time, that time is just a human 

concern. The truth is that God made time, structured time and sanctified time. Time 

matters to God. Moreover, God has entered time in the person of Jesus Christ. God 

keeps and marks time toward a purpose. He even has His own way of marking 

time, punctuated by a day He reserves to Himself — His own day, the Lord’s Day. 

The Day of Rest 

The original Lord’s Day was the Sabbath or “seventh” day. It was the literal 

seventh day after the first six days of creation: 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And 
on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work 
that he had done in creation.  2

The Sabbath was both blessed and made holy by the Creator of time. It was 

not just another day; it was unique and special. In fact, it is clear that, from 

creation on, God Himself marked time by the Sabbath.  

So the Sabbath Day, God’s way of marking time from creation, is rooted in 

creation. It isn’t just another day. It isn’t just an accident of the calendar. The 

Sabbath Day is how God has created, designed and structured time. It is baked into 

creation from the very beginning. 

Of all the Ten Commandments God established with His Old Testament 

people, only the Sabbath commandment comes with an explanation dating all the 

way back to the original seventh day: 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it 
you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  3
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The Sabbath commandment is based in God’s action before the fall. The 

Sabbath commandment was intended to shape fallen man’s time according to the 

pattern of creation. It required man to mark time the same way God marks time. 

This requirement was of utmost importance to God. As Moses stood on Mount Sinai, 

God closed the giving of the entire Law with this solemn injunction:  

Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify 
you. You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who 
profanes it shall be put to death. Whoever does any work on it, that soul 
shall be cut off from among his people. Six days shall work be done, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does any 
work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. Therefore the people of Israel 
shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, 
as a covenant forever. It is a sign forever between me and the people of 
Israel that in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh 
day he rested and was refreshed.  4

God takes the Sabbath so seriously, He requires the death penalty for 

violating it. There is even an account of a man being stoned to death for gathering 

sticks on the Sabbath.  At first, this 5

punishment hardly seems to fit the crime. But 

to break the Sabbath was tantamount to 

rejecting God, His covenant and His holiness: 

“For this is a sign between me and you 

throughout your generations, that you may 

know that I, the Lord, sanctify you.”  

Yet, the Sabbath commandment was 

also given as a gift to fallen man. The Sabbath 

command, even with its penalty of death, was 

about grace. After Adam’s fall, God cursed 

creation because of Adam: 

Cursed is the ground because of you; in 
pain you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the 
plants of the field. By the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread, till you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were 
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taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  6

Notice that the curse was not that Adam would have to work. Adam was 

created to work. God had put him into the garden “to work it and keep it.”  The 7

curse was that Adam’s work would henceforth be marked by futility. His work would 

not produce its intended results. Adam would get out of the ground even less than 

he put into it. Adam would work himself to death. This futility and death would 

mark all human work. Creation would no longer produce for man as he worked it 

and kept it. Man’s work would be a bitter exchange of pain and sweat for 

diminishing returns. 

After the fall, the day of rest was intended to be a small window of grace in a 

completely graceless creation ruined by Adam’s sin. Under the curse of sin, Adam’s 

decedents work was marked by futility. They got out of their daily work only 

(indeed, even less than) what they put into it. The Sabbath day was different. On 

that day, they would rest; the bitter exchange of pain and sweat in exchange for 

diminishing returns would be temporarily suspended. The Sabbath day was 

intended to be a flashback for fallen man back to a time before sin when God and 

all He had made rested. It was intended to be a foretaste of a time when that rest 

would be restored eternally.  God gave this day of rest to show man why He had 8

created time for man. 

Avoiding Work, Not Resting 

By the time of Jesus’ public ministry, almost two centuries of the Pharisees’ 

teaching had turned the Sabbath commandment on its head. This school of Jewish 

thinking took the commandment that was about rest and made it about work. By 

the time Jesus came, the Jews were no longer resting on the Sabbath; rather they 

were working very hard to avoid work — the exact opposite of God’s intention.  

Classical physics measures “work” as force multiplied by displacement: W=Fs. 

And the Jews had turned the Sabbath Day into a weekly, day-long physics lesson. 

The “laws” of the Pharisees limited the types of and amount of work a man could do 

during the 24 hours of the Sabbath Day. Their rules stipulated the maximum 

amount of work a Jew could do and still be in compliance with the Sabbath 

commandment. In effect, they described how much work a person could get away 
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with on the day of rest. Again, the Sabbath had become about work (and working 

to avoid it) and not about rest. 

The Sabbath Day was never intended to be spent this way. The Sabbath 

commandment was never about avoiding work. Jesus demonstrates this in a very 

interesting way.  

Have you ever noticed that the only specific commandment Jesus is accused 

of breaking in the New Testament Gospels is the Sabbath commandment?  He is 9

accused of all kinds of sin, but the only specific commandment mentioned is the 

Sabbath commandment. I don’t think that this is a coincidence. Jesus is very busy 

on the Sabbath. This attracts the attention and criticism of His opponents. These 

Sabbath Day encounters with His opponents afford Him the perfect opportunity to 

contrast grace and works. In each encounter, Jesus or His disciples are accused of 

breaking the Sabbath law. 

In one of these encounters, Jesus anticipates their accusation with a question 

about the Sabbath on the Sabbath: 

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, 
they were watching him carefully. And behold, there was a man before him 
who had dropsy. And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” But they remained silent. Then 
he took him and healed him and sent him away. And he said to them, “Which 
of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, 
will not immediately pull him out?” And they could not reply to these things.  10

Jesus is describing a scenario straight from the Old Testament, from a law that the 

Pharisees would have known well: “You shall not see your brother's donkey or his 

ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift them up 

again.”  According to this commandment, the Pharisees’ answer to Jesus’ question 11

should have been a simple matter. But because they had made the Sabbath about 

avoiding work, they could not reply without conceding that it was indeed lawful for 

Jesus to heal on the Sabbath. 

Jesus is clever. The commandment originally mentions “your brother’s donkey 

or his ox.” Jesus substitutes one of the Pharisees’ sons for the donkey. This is a valid 

substitution, since a man who would pull his neighbor’s donkey out of a well would 

not hesitate to do the same for his own son.  
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Even then, the Pharisees can’t answer. They are busy running a mental 

physics experiment. How much does the son in question weigh? How deep is the 

well? Since this hypothetical situation is supposed to take place on the Sabbath, 

they are thinking of Jesus’ question entirely in terms of the amount of work 

required. 

Again, Jesus is very clever. The work required to lift your son out of a well is 

easy to calculate. One man might be able to lift his son out of a well with relatively 

little effort in a relatively short time. But Jesus hasn’t asked only about a son. He 

has also asked about an ox. And here the calculations are more difficult. How much 

does the ox weigh? Even a shallow well would prove a challenging extraction point 

for the lightest of oxen.  

Let’s think of Jesus’ question in the Pharisees’ terms. Realistically, what is it 

going to take to get a full-grown ox out of a well? It will take not one man, but 

many men. It will take hours, if not an entire day or more of hard, back-breaking 

work. In addition, there will have to be food and water for the workers, equipment 

and materials carried to the site of the well, clean up, perhaps repairs to the well 

and countless other details to such an operation. Realistically, the workforce of an 

entire village would have to be employed to pull an ox out of a well. And at the end 

of it all, everyone would have spent the entire day working in some way, some to 

the point of exhaustion.  

And, Jesus says, not one of them would have broken the Sabbath. 

This is why the Pharisees cannot answer His question. Their view of the 

Sabbath made it impossible for them to imagine all that work on the Sabbath 

without breaking the Sabbath. But for Jesus’ view of the Sabbath, it presented no 

problem whatsoever. For Jesus, the Sabbath was not about physics, calculations or 

or even avoiding work. For Jesus, the Sabbath was about grace. 

In another encounter, Jesus’ disciples are accused by the Pharisees of 

breaking the Sabbath by plucking heads of grain on the day of rest. Jesus’ response 

is to remind them that David had fed himself and his companions with the Temple’s 

sacred showbread:  
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Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, 
he and those who were with him: how he entered the house of God, in the 
time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it 
is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who 
were with him? 

Jesus’ opponents assumed that the Sabbath was like that showbread, made and set 

aside for God. Even so, they would have argued that David, being the Lord’s 

anointed, was permitted to do what he did. Jesus capitalizes on this:  “And he said 

to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of 

Man is lord even of the Sabbath.’”  12

Jesus’ claim would have stunned His opponents. “The Lord of the Sabbath” is 

one of the clearest and most pointed claims to His divinity Jesus ever makes. He is 

the creator of the Sabbath, the God who rested on the seventh day, the author of 

the Sabbath Day command. And, Jesus reasons, if David was permitted to make 

use of something made and set aside for God, how much more is the creator of the 

Sabbath Himself permitted to use it for man, especially since He made the Sabbath 

for man in the first place? 

Jesus’ statement, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 

Sabbath,” means that Jesus made the Sabbath to serve man, not the other way 

around. “I am using the Sabbath for man. This is why I created it.” With one 

sentence, Jesus turns the Pharisees’ idea of the Sabbath upside down and sweeps 

aside all of their Sabbath rules designed to avoid work. In Matthew’s account, Jesus 

adds: 

Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? I tell you, something greater 
than the temple is here. And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. For 
the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.  13

The disciples’ “unlawful” work on the Sabbath has broken only their rules, not the 

Sabbath. 

Lord of the Sabbath 

Jesus came not only to restore the Sabbath but He also came to fulfill the 

Sabbath. All four Gospels note that Jesus is crucified on the sixth day of the week 
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and is dead and buried before the beginning of the Sabbath.  John’s account 14

provides the reason for this: 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain 
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews 
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken 
away . . . Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in 
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the 
Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus 
there.   15

Jesus’ opponents did not want the spectacle of dying men on crosses immediately 

outside the walls of Jerusalem on the Sabbath. The Sabbath began at sundown 

Friday, so the bodies needed to come down off the crosses before sundown.  

But Jesus’ opponents weren’t the only ones concerned about keeping the 

Sabbath that day. Jesus was too. Jesus’ prediction had been that He would be 

crucified and raised on the third day.  The Gospel accounts show that Jesus died 16

about 3:00 p.m. Friday, was buried before the beginning of Sabbath (sundown on 

Friday) and remained in the tomb until before sunrise Sunday. He was in the tomb 

not three, 24-hour days, but over the course of three days. Jesus was probably in 

the tomb less than 36 hours. In fact, the only full day Jesus was in the tomb was 

the Sabbath day. This is no coincidence. The Lord of the Sabbath, the creator of the 

Sabbath, was keeping the Sabbath. Just as He had rested on the first Sabbath after 
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finishing His work of creation, so also He rested on the final Sabbath after finishing 

His work of redemption.  

Sanctify the Holy Day 

In his explanation of the Sabbath commandment, “Thou shalt sanctify the 

holy day,” sixteenth-century reformer Martin Luther did a very interesting thing. He 

said that this commandment means, “We should fear and love God that we may not 

despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred, and gladly hear and learn it.”  17

Notice what is missing. There is nothing in this explanation about work or even the 

Sabbath day itself. Instead of the “Sabbath day,” Luther speaks of the “holy day.” 

Instead of rest from work, Luther put the emphasis on the preaching of God’s Word.  

Did Luther miss the point of the Sabbath command? Not at all. Elsewhere 

Luther writes:  

This commandment, therefore, according to its gross sense, does not 
concern us Christians; for it is altogether an external matter, like other 
ordinances of the Old Testament, which were attached to particular customs, 
persons, times, and places, and now have been made free through Christ.  18

But the essence of the commandment remains:  

Most especially, that on such day of rest (since we can get no other 
opportunity) freedom and time be taken to attend divine service, so that we 
come together to hear and treat of God's Word, and then to praise God, to 
sing and pray.  19

Luther understood that the Sabbath command was never about man’s work. It was 

always about God’s work. We rest from our work and give attention to what God is 

doing. God’s work is the preaching of His Word. Again, the Sabbath command is not 

about our work, but God’s Word: 

How, then, does such sanctification take place? Not in this manner, that with 
folded hands we sit behind the stove and do no rough external work, or deck 
ourselves with a wreath and put on our best clothes, but (as has been said) 
that we occupy ourselves with God's Word, and exercise ourselves therein.  20

Luther’s insight was that even the original Sabbath was sanctified, not by man’s 

work or rest, but by God’s Word and work: “For the day needs no sanctification for 
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itself; for in itself it has been created holy from the beginning of the creation it was 

sanctified by its Creator.”   21

This is why Christians can still speak of the Lord’s Day, even though the 

Sabbath Day and its observance has been fulfilled by Jesus Christ and no longer 

applies to Christians. This is why Christians still observe the Lord’s Day, sanctified 

(just as the original Sabbath was) by God’s Word and God’s work.  

Indeed we Christians ought always to keep such a holy day, and be occupied 
with nothing but holy things, i.e., daily be engaged upon God's Word, and 
carry it in our hearts and upon our lips . . .God’s Word is the treasure which 
sanctifies everything, and by which even all the saints themselves were 
sanctified. At whatever hour, then, God's Word is taught, preached, heard, 
read or meditated upon, there the person, day, and work are sanctified 
thereby, not because of the external work, but because of the Word, which 
makes saints of us all. Therefore I constantly say that all our life and work 
must be ordered according to God's Word, if it is to be God-pleasing or holy. 
Where this is done, this commandment is in force and being fulfilled.  22

Luther wasn’t repurposing the original Sabbath day command to apply to an 

arbitrary Christian day of worship. Luther was getting to the heart of why God gave 

the Sabbath day command in the first place: to sanctify every day — indeed all of 

time — for man. 

The Lord of the Lord’s Day 

Of course, Scripture does speak of the “Lord’s Day.”  Christians adopted the 23

first day of the week for worship almost immediately after Jesus’ ascension.  Why 24

did they do this? They understood that Jesus had fulfilled the Sabbath, along with 

all of the Old Testament.  In fulfilling the Sabbath, Jesus declared not just one day, 25

but all days holy. 

The first Christians gathered each week on the day of Jesus’ resurrection. 

They understood that just as the Sabbath had been rooted in creation, their Lord’s 

Day was rooted in the new creation Jesus had brought into existence by His death 

and resurrection. They understood that the Sabbath was never about man’s work; it 

was always about God’s work. So also they understood the Lord’s Day to be a time 

to rest from work and give attention to what God is doing.  
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This idea that “Since God is eternal, He doesn’t care about time” would have 

made no sense to the first Christians. They would have realized that such an idea 

has absolutely no basis in Scripture. They understood that God desired to give 

mankind eternal rest. They knew that from the seventh day of creation, by His 

Word, God had been sanctifying all time to serve mankind. They believed that 

Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, had come to fulfill the Sabbath in His death and rest 

in the tomb. Every Lord’s Day, they celebrated the dawn of a new creation and a 

new time in Jesus’ resurrection. The first Christians, like their Old Testament 

counterparts, understood that time mattered to God and marked it accordingly. 

So what about that visitor, wandering into our church on Sunday morning, 

knowing nothing about the Church, Christianity or Christian worship? For him, 

Sunday isn’t the Lord’s Day; it is just the last day of his weekend. Is he right? No, 

he isn’t. In order to attract him, should Christians adopt his idea of Sunday? Many 

believe we should and have done so. They have reengineered Sunday morning into 

exactly what that visitor wants and expects. Sunday morning church has been 

turned into just another way for him to spend his time. 

When that Sunday morning visitor wanders into church, instead of acting like 

the day is just the end of his weekend, what if we made it clear to him that this is 

the Lord’s Day? What if everything we said and did while he was visiting our church 

confessed this? What if, instead of reengineering the day to fit his expectations, we 

taught him to expect something better — God’s Word, God’s work, God Himself? 

Jesus, the Lord of the Lord’s Day, is there Sunday morning in person, forgiving sins, 

redeeming His people, redeeming creation, redeeming time. 

What if, when that Sunday morning visitor left our church on the Lord’s Day, 

he knew that he hadn’t spent (or wasted) his time there at all? Rather, he had been 

given this day — and all time and eternity — by Jesus, the Lord Himself? This is, 

after all, why God created time in the first place. 
!

Next edition: Lord’s Day, Lord’s House, Lord’s Supper, Part Two. !!!
This article may be reproduced and distributed, unaltered and attributed, free of charge. 
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with us by attending the 2015 LCMS Life Conference. 

Where: Washington, D.C.            When: Jan. 22-24, 2015

lcms.org/events/lifeconference

THIS  
is the year. 

This is YOUR  
time to stand! 

END 
ABORTION!

Won’t you join us?
I AM

PRO-LIFE

EVERY LIFE 
MATTERS!



Wittenberg Trail 
From Baptist Minister to Lutheran:  

My Six-Decade Journey on the Wittenberg Trail 
!

by Dennis McFadden 
!

On April 8, 2014, I sat before the Pastoral Colloquy Committee of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to be examined for certification as a minister in 

the Lutheran Church. What would lead a 60-year-old to walk the Wittenberg Trail?  

How does one make such a significant journey when he has logged a lifetime as a 

Baptist, nearly 40 years as a Baptist minister, a current position as the president 

and CEO of a large Baptist affiliated retirement home ministry, not to mention a son 

who pastors a large evangelical church and a daughter who teaches Bible in an 

evangelical high school? 

My story does not differ that much from others who have written here. 

Baptized at age nine upon “profession of faith” in a Baptist church, educated in 

evangelical institutions such as Westmont and Fuller, published in Christianity Today 

as an undergraduate, serving in pastoral roles in Baptist churches from 1975 

onward, with five adult children active in evangelical congregations (two of them 

seminary graduates), I was an exemplar of the evangelical mindset. 

My denomination, American Baptist Churches USA, was one of the mixed 

multitudes famous for its liberal tilt, yet with a strong evangelical heritage and 

several pockets of the country where theological conservatism predominated. After 

spending years on denominational committees at the national level, I knew what 

was “wrong” with our mainline denomination. It did not take much reflection to side 

with the conservatives in my regional judicatory when the Southern California/

Arizona organization of 270 congregations voted to withdraw from the national 

ABCUSA over issues of biblical authority in the mid-1990s. After all, we could not 

support the latitudinarianism and loose views of the Bible that led to the ordination 

of homosexuals in our mainline body. 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!
More locally, we were all committed evangelicals in every way. My pastorates 

in small, medium and larger congregations were marked by a strong church growth 

orientation. Each year, one week would be spent with our junior high students and 

another with our senior high young people at camp. Each summer, my colleagues 

and I shared the preaching duties, challenging groups of 300 teens to come forward 

and “accept Jesus into their hearts.” Using contemporary music, video and the latest 

means, we saw streams of teary-eyed teens coming forward to decide for Christ 

and to commit to be baptized when they returned home as their “first act of 

obedience.”  We always shared Communion that final evening of camp where the 

kids were instructed that this was only a symbol, but one Jesus ordained, as a 

memorial of His sacrifice and our participation in the Christian family. In 1990, the 

congregation where I served as senior pastor was an early adopter of contemporary 

music in worship, featuring a traditional service with about 250 folks and another 

one with 95 decibel rock music for another 250.   

Even after completing further graduate studies in management and leaving 

local church ministry to become an executive for our Baptist-affiliated retirement 

home in southern California, my orientation was decidedly “broad evangelical.” For 

more than three decades, it was my role on a judicatory committee to examine 500 

candidates for ordination in the Baptist Church and to certify them ready.  

Yet doubts nagged at me and left me disquieted. Evangelicalism seemed so 

earnest, yet dependent on flimsy human efforts and beset with a thoroughly 

moralistic orientation; fervent in its desire to experience God, yet stunningly 

shallow in its theory of how to do it; proclaiming to be “Bible-centered,” yet forced 

to practice hermeneutical gymnastics in order to reconcile the witness of the biblical 

record with our teaching, particularly our non-sacramental interpretations. 

Evangelicalism as practiced in America suffers from moralism, mysticism and 

rationalism. This critique appears commonly enough in Lutheran writings. However, 

it accurately reflects my experience on the ground as an evangelical insider of 

nearly six decades who served in leadership in numerous evangelical congregations, 

denominational posts and institutions. 
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At the congregational level, evangelicals are beset with a Little Engine that 

Could type of moralism. Sermons intended to be “practical” and “applicable” to the 

real needs of the people often devolve to “Five Ways to Conquer Depression,” “Three 

Principles for a Happier Marriage” or some such thing. Use of the Bible, a much 

touted hallmark of evangelicalism, often ignores the Christological theme of 

Scripture (cf. Luke 24) in favor of moralistic principializing of biblical narratives. 

Preachers exhort their listeners to “become a friend” like David with Jonathan or to 

conquer the Goliaths in our lives. Current preaching even tends to blur with that of 

motivational speakers and life coaches who dispense “power principles for 

successful living” and how to experience “your best life now.” 

When my wife and I visited a large Bible church a few months back, we heard 

the preacher begin his sermon with a list of “shoulds,” conclude with more “shoulds” 

and basically “should” all over the congregation in between. The only mention of 

Jesus Christ came in the list of a half dozen applications at the end where (you 

guessed it) we were told that we “should” be Christ-centered. As a preacher, my 

sermons employed powerful emotive illustrations, supported by evocative music 

and concluding with stirring appeals to the will. I challenged people to “decide” to 

surrender to Christ and to “do something” about their faith.  

Coupled with the moralism, evangelical practice eschews the biblical means 

of grace in favor of immediacy in the experience of the divine. Revivalism and the 

Second Great Awakening helped create the modern American mind; and yet the 

American mind, with its voluntarism and individualism, powerfully defined and 

shaped the modern religious experience of Americans as well. The resulting 

direction is one of a faith turned inward and inveterately individualistic.  

Rather than expecting to meet God in the objectivity of the Word and the 

Sacraments, evangelicals seek an audience that takes place in the subjectivity and 

inner recesses of the human heart.  In place of a mediated means of grace, 

evangelicals crave an immediacy of a mystical sort. In charismatic and Pentecostal 

circles, this type of connection with God can come with experiences ranging from 

“words of knowledge” and prophetic visions to the ever-present evidence of 

speaking in tongues. For non-charismatic evangelicals, the pattern may involve 

more Keswickian, or holiness style, spirituality or simply the individualized  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decisional theology of revivalism. To facilitate these immediate divine encounters, 

worship leaders skillfully move the participant through the flow of the service with 

music designed to evoke and produce a strong emotional response in the listener, 

often concluding (as one parody of evangelical worship puts it) with “strings that 

will make you cry.”  Arms raised high and tears streaming down cheeks “prove” that 

it all “works.” 

When one turns from the congregation to the academy, evangelicalism 

suffers from a pervasive and destructive rationalism. One of my seminary alma 

maters was founded on the premise of a non-legalistic fundamentalism (first 

dubbed “neo evangelicalism” before becoming known by the shorthand 

“evangelicalism”). Yet within two decades of its startup, inerrancy was dropped from 

the statement of beliefs and soon afterward numerous other doctrines came in for 

scrutiny too. Schooled in higher critical methodologies, yet proudly clinging to the 

badge of evangelical identity due to being “born again,” such scholarship often 

affects the mien of a white-coated scientist treating God as a frozen section sample 

to be put under the microscope and subjected to objective scrutiny. 

The rationalism of the academy may be partly blamed on the characteristic 

way in which the Bible and Christian faith are addressed without confessional 

boundaries and ecclesiastical controls. In order to be transdenominational, doctrinal 

distinctives were shed, reducing the required core beliefs to a mere handful. 

Historian David Bebbington observes that evangelical priorities may be properly 

described by a quadrilateral of distinctive traits:  conversionism, biblicism, 

crucicentrism and activism. So narrow a foundation can hardly bear the 

accumulated weight of a robust superstructure. Recent examples of evangelical 

leaders denying the existence of hell, a vicarious atonement, justification by faith 

alone and embracing universalism make sense in a world without confessions or 

with only a reductionist doctrinal core.  

Another reason for evangelical rationalism probably comes from the more 

pernicious effects of revivalism and pietism. The shift from the objective means of 

grace, such as Word and Sacrament, to the interior life of the believer leaves little 

basis for judgment beyond omnipotent autonomous reason. 
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Finally, the history of contemporary evangelicalism traces to the Reformed 

side of the Reformation. Luther’s commitments led him to “believe, teach and 

confess” whatever the Bible said, sometimes permitting elements of paradox and 

open issues to remain without a complete and final resolution. Calvin and his 

successors were rigorous in insisting upon a tighter system of logical consistency 

and coherence. Once one privileges the sovereignty of God as a first principle, the 

full system of Dordtian Calvinism follows rather logically and self-evidently with an 

almost “Q.E.D.” mathematical elegance. Difficult doctrines such as double 

predestination, irresistible grace and limited atonement come almost naturally by 

rationalistic deduction.  

In addition to these problems, decades of pastoral ministry left me 

dissatisfied with my doctrine of the “real absence of Jesus” from the 

Lord’s Supper and the merely symbolic meaning of 

Baptism. Obviously nobody expects George 

Washington or Benjamin Franklin to show up 

for a July Fourth fireworks display. That 

patriotic commemoration is clearly a memorial. 

But unless we believe, teach and confess that Jesus is 

truly “in, with and under” the bread and the cup, why 

even bother with it?  And turning to Baptism, even 

Baptists seem to sense that something is 

horribly amiss in their practice, inventing 

baby dedication (a “dry Baptism”?), a practice 

unmentioned by the Bible. 

The lack of sacramentology and the tendency toward moralism, mysticism 

and rationalism led me to begin a quest to re-examine our Reformational roots. As 

a Baptist, it was not too difficult to read Calvin. Even in its most non-Calvinistic 

instantiation, the theological architecture of Baptist theology follows closely the 

forms and patterns of the great Reformer of Geneva. And with the growing interest 

in Reformed theology among evangelicals, Baptists like John Piper, Wayne Grudem 

and Al Mohler were not much different from more Presbyterian R.C. Sproul, Michael 

Horton or other five-point Calvinists.  
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Luther, however, was a tougher read. He sounded more medieval, less 

modern; more bombastic, less moderate; more radical, less incremental. Yet 

Luther’s stubborn insistence on being Christ-centered, cross-centered, catholic and 

always delivering forgiveness to comfort troubled consciences won me over. His 

doctrine of vocation, theology of the cross and hammering away at God’s use of 

Word and Sacraments as the means of grace were transformational. Both my wife 

and I yearned to participate in a church that fit our theology. 

Finding such a home did not take long. When Jeanette and I moved to Fort 

Wayne in 2011 so that she might become a stay-at-home grandma, we discovered 

it to be a LCMS Valhalla, a place where Lutheran theology was not merely an 

academic curiosity, but openly professed and practiced outside the classroom 

lecture hall. Decades ago in our evangelical college, we had enjoyed Lutheran 

theology professor Rod Rosenbladt, and my long-time administrative assistant in 

California was the wife of a LCMS pastor. So it did not seem too unusual to visit a 

Lutheran church in Fort Wayne. 

Pastors from the church challenged us to read Luther’s Small Catechism with 

Explanations and offered to discuss it with us. After devouring the book in one 

sitting, soon it was followed by The Lutheran Difference, Lutheranism 101 and Why 

I Am a Lutheran over the next couple of weeks. Recognizing that he had me 

hooked, my pastor reeled in his Baptist fish with a suggestion to read Walther’s Law 

and Gospel. Finally!  All of the disquiet and nagging doubts formed over more than 

five decades, emerging concerns with the internal problems and contradictions of 

evangelicalism, and fears about the future of a Christianity more in tune with the 

American mind than the biblical Gospel came to a head when we took our 

confirmation vows before our congregation in Fort Wayne the first weekend in 

March 2012. It was only after finishing the liturgy that it hit me:  This was the 34th 

anniversary of my original ordination as a Baptist!  Soli Deo Gloria indeed! 

The last two years as a Lutheran have been dramatic. The Law and Gospel 

structure of the Bible has been obscured in much evangelical teaching. In place of 

the freedom of the Gospel, evangelicalism offers a confusing mixture of the two 

that leads either to despair or to Pharisaical smugness. Walther correctly argued 

that when you mix Law and Gospel, you end up overthrowing Christianity 
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altogether. In place of the never-ending busyness of the program of evangelical 

moralism, we have appreciated the corrective of the Lutheran doctrine of vocation. 

While God does not need our good works, our neighbor does. Doing everything “as 

unto the Lord” frees the Christian from the artificial (and theologically incorrect) 

notion that some works are more spiritually important than others. In place of 

neomonasticism and neoclericalism (cf. the implications of “every member a 

minister” teaching), we have Luther’s wholesome and psychologically superior 

corrective of vocation.    

The objectivity of the Sacraments introduced an epiphany for both my wife 

and me. Lutheran spirituality does not retreat into the subjectivity of the human 

heart with its inconstancy and fickleness. Rather, like the direction of the 

incarnation toward, not away from creation, it moves to the Word spoken and 

heard, the water, the bread and the wine. Lutheran piety begins with that which 

passes through the “eye hole, ear hole and pie hole,” as one wag put it. 

Finally, the Lutheran insistence that we “believe, teach and confess” what the 

Bible says has released me from the hermeneutical gymnastics required by 

rationalism. Lutheran theologian Francis Pieper rightly observed that rationalism is 

not only futile, but injurious to faith. The studied effort to “get around” the plain 

teachings of Scripture in favor of a Calvinist, Arminian, Pentecostal, feminist or 

dispensational form of evangelicalism requires the exegete to privilege some 

teachings of the Bible while relativizing or outright disregarding others. It rarely 

succeeds, at least not for long. To the extent that one actually becomes proficient at 

this art, it only serves to undermine full confidence in the authority of the Bible as 

the Word of God. When you practice how to confront a biblical teaching and 

successfully deprive it of its power, you have learned how to assume the role of the 

tempter in the Garden:  “Has God really said . . .” 

These are some of the reasons that led me to sit in St. Louis, facing the 

Colloquy committee of the LCMS on that April day. All of my experience as a lifelong 

Baptist and minister in that tradition were juxtaposed with the very different 

traditions and teachings of Lutheranism. The next day the Colloquy committee 

voted to certify me for pastoral ministry in the LCMS. Three weeks later, the board 

of my Baptist retirement home ministry received and voted to accept my 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org


resignation as president and CEO. One cannot imagine, and only God knows, how 

these next years will proceed. But by the grace of God, they will be found in the 

family of Missouri Synod Lutherans. Not every trip on the Wittenberg Trail, you see, 

can be completed quickly. Mine took almost six decades.  

!
The Rev. Dennis E. McFadden and his wife, Jeanette, are members of 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.  Dennis retired this 
summer after 17 years leading a large Baptist-affiliated retirement 
community in California, following 22 years pastoring Baptist 
congregations in southern California.  He was admitted to the 
ministerium of the LCMS this spring by colloquy and intends to use 
his remaining active years assisting in ministry in his adopted LCMS 
family. 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!!!
Dear Issues, Etc. Listener: !
In the name of Jesus, greetings. !
Did you know that your congregation can advertise on Issues, Etc.? When your 
congregation joins the Issues, Etc. 300, we’ll advertise your congregation on the 
air, at our website, and here in the Issues, Etc. Journal. !
Issues, Etc. 300 congregations have included Issues, Etc. in their annual 
budgets in the amount of $1,000 or more. !
Click here for a one-page flyer that will give you all the details. Print it and 
present it to your congregation when you ask them to join the Issues, Etc. 
300.  !
Many congregations are finalizing their budgets at this time of the year. 
So, now is a great time to ask. !
Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., and thanks for listening. !
Wir sind alle Bettler, !!!!!
Todd Wilken, Host 
Issues, Etc.  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Find a Church 
!

Alabama 

Hope Lutheran Church 
Rev. R. Daniel Carlson 
Rev. Dr. Carl Beckwith 
4800 Montevallo Rd  
Birmingham, AL 35210 
205-956-1930 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. William Parsons III 
200 S Section St  
Fairhope, AL 36532 
251-928-8397 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. P. J. Moore 
1885 Rainbow Dr 
Gadsen, AL 35901 
256-546-1712 

Arizona 

Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Joynt 
711 7th Ave 
Yuma, AZ 85364  
928-783-3024 

California 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. R. John Perling 
436 South Beverly Dr 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
310-277-1164  
 
Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Ronald Hodel  
Rev. Jeremy Rhode 
34381 Calle Portola 
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624 
949-496-1901 

Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Jordan 
750 Moss Ave 
Chico, California 95926 
530-342-6085  !
St John Lutheran 
Rev. Don Wiley 
820 North La Cadena Dr 
Colton, CA 92324  
909-825-2395 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Rev. Dennis Bestul  
Rev. John Bestul  
5825 Bollinger Rd  
Cupertino, CA 95014 
408-252-0345 

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Ledic  
2305 Camino Tassajara 
Danville, CA 94506  
925-736-2270 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Gregory Young 
4672 North Cedar Ave 
Fresno, CA 93726 
559-222-2320 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Bruce von Hindenburg  
902 Maple St  
Inglewood, CA 90301 
310-671-7644 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Brandon Jones  
2283 Palo Verde Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
562-596-4409 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. Dan Kistler 
4400 Cabrillo Hwy 
Pacifica, CA 94044 
650-359-1550 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Stenbeck 
6404 Pentz Rd  
Paradise, CA 95969 
530-877-7321 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. William Lindemeyer 
725 N Fairview St  
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
706-375-7921 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev. Todd Peperkorn 
4701 Grove St  
Rocklin, CA 95677 
916-624-8185 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Rev. Scott Klemsz  
1230 Luther Way 
Salinas, CA 93901 
831-422-6352 

Prince of Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Paul Willweber 
6801 Easton Ct  
San Diego, CA 92120 
619-583-1436 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. David Mark Carver 
2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas  
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650-345-9068 

Pilgrim Lutheran 
Rev. Nathan Kilian 
1730 Wilshire Blvd  
Santa Monica, CA 90403 
310-829-4113 

Colorado 

Risen Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Joseph Brennan 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Williams 
14850 W 72nd Ave 
Arvada, CO 80007 
303-421-5872 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Donal Widger 
2221 North Wahsatch Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907  
719- 633-7661 

University Hills Lutheran  
4949 E. Eastman Ave 
Denver, CO 80222  
303-759-0161 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Geoffrey Wagner 
4022 Park Ln 
Elizabeth, CO 80107 
303-646-1378 

Peace with Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Ralph Patrick 
1424 West Swallow Rd  
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
970-226-4721 

Gloria Christi Lutheran 
Rev. John Frahm 
1322 31st Ave 
Greeley, CO 80634-6328  
970-353-2554 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. Terrence Buethe 
405 S Albany St  
Yuma, CO 80759  
970-848-2210 

Florida 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Rev. Keith Lingsch 
860 Banyan Blvd 
Naples, FL 34102 
239-261-7421 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Rev. Randy Blankschaen 
24 W Wright St  
Pensacola, FL 32501 
850-438-8138 

Idaho 

Good Shepherd Lutheran  
Rev. Tim Pauls 
Rev. David Hrachovina 
5009 Cassia St  
Boise, ID 83705 
208-343-7212 

Illinois 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Brondos  
Rev. Kevin Koester 
9035 Grant  
Brookfield, IL 60513 
708-485-6987 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Elliott 
Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
509 S Mattis Ave 
Champaign, IL 61821 
217-359-1123 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Richard Heinz  
4939 West Montrose Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
773-736-1112 

Good Shepherd Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Walther 
Rev. Paul Hemenway 
1300 Belt Line Rd  
Collinsville, IL 62234  
618-344-3151 

Prince of Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Larry Rubeck 
932 McHenry Ave 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-3200 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Gary Wright 
17618 Hubbard Road  
East Moline, IL 61244 
309-496-2186 

Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Bestul  
535 N McLean Blvd  
Elgin, IL 60123 
847-741-5433 

Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Jeff Hemmer 
5600 Old Collinsville Rd  
Fairview Heights, IL 62208 
618-632-6906 !!
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Bruce Keseman 
612 N State St  
Freeburg, IL 62243 
618-539-5664 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. David Fielding  
3715 Wabash Ave 
Granite City, IL 62040 
(618) 876-7568 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Ben Ball 
6969 W. Frontage Rd  
Worden, IL 62097 
P.O. Box 247  
Hamel, IL 62046  
618-633-2209 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Brian Holle 
801 N Madison St  
Lebanon, IL 62254 
618-537-2300 

St Pauls Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Hein 
1500 S Briggs St  
Lockport, IL 60441 
815-838-1832  
 
Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Kirk Clayton 
101 South Railway 
Mascoutah, IL 62258 
618 566-7345 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Apostles  
Rev. Ralph Tausz  
10429 W Fullerton Ave 
Melrose Park, IL 60164 
847-455-0903 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Todd Wilken 
503 E Washington St  
Millstadt, IL 62260 
618-476-3101 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Wilfred Karsten 
4107 21st Ave 
Moline, IL 61265 
309-764-9720 

Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Timothy Rossow  
Rev. Stephen Schumacher 
Rev. Jonathan Fisk 
1550 Modaff Rd  
Naperville, IL 60565 
630-355-2198 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Robert Niehus  
607 Harvard St 
Oak Park, IL 60304  
708-386-3306 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Donald Pritchard  
525 N. Cartwright  
Pleasant Plains IL 62677 
217-626-1282 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Schuermann 
Rev. James Stuenkel  
500 South Sherman Blvd  
Sherman, IL 62684  
217-496-3149  
 
St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Brockhoff 
1800 S Rodenburg Rd  
Schaumburg, IL 60193 
847-524-9746  
 !

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Craig Meissner 
12 West 34th Place 
Steger, IL 60417 
708-754-2345 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. David Balla 
331 George Street  
West Chicago, IL 60185 
630-231-1175 

Indiana 

Faith Lutheran  
Rev. Todd Riordan 
6000 W State Rd 46 
Columbus, IN 47201 
812-342-3587 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. John Armstrong 
3201 Central Ave 
Columbus, IN 47203 
812-372-4859 

St John Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Mueller 
12308 E CR 1160 N 
Evanston, IN 47531 
812-547-2007 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Peterson 
202 West Rudisill Blvd  
Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
260-744-2585 

St Paul's Lutheran  
Rev. David Shadday 
3932 Mi Casa Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 46237  
317-787-4464 

St Peter Lutheran 
Rev. Seth Mierow  
2525 E 11th St  
Indianapolis, IN 46201  
317-638-7245 

St. James Lutheran 
Rev. KC Denning 
430 Ninth St  
Logansport, IN 46947  
574-753-4227 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Speckhard 
8601 Harrison Ave 
Munster, IN 46321 
219-836-6270 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Adrian Piazza 
10055 E 186th St  
Noblesville, IN 46060  
317-773-3669 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Andrew Currao 
Rev. Daniel Lepley 
504 N. Walnut St  
Seymour, IN 47274 
812-522-1837 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Jacob Sutton 
645 Poplar St  
Terre Haute, IN 47807 
812-232-4972 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Eric Ahlemeyer 
4413 South State Rd 135  
Vallonia, IN 47281 
812-358-3225 

Heritage Lutheran  
Rev. Joseph Ostafinski  
308 Washington St  
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
219-464-2810 

Advent Lutheran  
Rev. John Fiene 
11250 N Michigan Rd  
Zionsville, IN 46077 
317-873-6318 

Iowa 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Kevin Johnson 
1100 Market St  
Carlisle, IA 50047 
515-989-3841 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Knox 
904 Bluff St 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-266-2509 

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Nathan Dudley 
2463 State Hwy 2 
Clarinda, IA 51632 
712-542-1505 

St Mary Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Jeff Siegel  
505 Euclid Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50313 
515-244-4018 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Keuning  
309 Marshall Street, P.O. Box 127 
Dexter, IA 50072 
515-729-2977 

Faith Lutheran  
Rev. David Daumer 
710 8th St SE  
Orange City, IA 51041 
712-737-2112 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. J.R. Wheeler 
101 E View Pl  
Osceola, IA 50213 
641-342-3121 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. David Klinge 
1956 Durham Ave  
State Center, IA 50247 
641-483-2578 

Kansas 

Risen Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Weinkauf 
14700 Leavenworth Rd  
Basehor, KS 66007 
913-724-2900 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Troy Slater 
802 E Trapp St  
Herington, KS 67449 
785-258-3122 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Dale Dumperth 
800 E 1St St  
McPherson, KS 67460-3614 
620-241-1627 

Augsburg Lutheran 
Rev. J. W. Watson 
13902 W 67th St  
Shawnee, KS 66216  
785-331-3890 

St John's Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Lange 
901 SW Fillmore St 
Topeka, KS 66606 
785-354-7132 !!
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Grace Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle 
Rev. Michael Brockman 
3310 E Pawnee St 
Wichita, KS 67218        
316-685-6781   

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle  
611 S Erie St 
Wichita, KS 67211      
316-685-1571 

Kentucky 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Huebner 
2255 Eastland Pkwy 
Lexington, KY 40505  
859-299-9615 

Risen Lord Lutheran 
Rev. Steve Gettinger 
5138 Taylorsville Rd  
Taylorsville, KY 40071 
502-477-6557 

Louisiana 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. Aaron Stinnett  
1905 Highway 59 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
985-674-0377 

Massachusetts 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Robin Hintze 
1 Hagar Park Rd 
Westminster, MA 01473 
978-874-2504 

Maryland 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Riebau 
209 N Main St  
Accident, MD 21520 
301-746-8170 

Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Quentin Poulson 
2625 E. Northern Parkway 
Baltimore, MD 21214 
410-426-4301 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. William Stottlemyer 
3738 Resley Rd  
Hancock, MD 21750 
301-678-7180 

St. James Lutheran 
Rev. J. Thomas Foelber 
8 W Overlea Ave  
Overlea, MD 21206 
410-668-0158 

Michigan 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Messer 
325 E Warwick Dr 
Alma, MI 48801  
989-463-5754 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. David Reed 
303 Ruth St  
Auburn, MI 48611 
989-662-6161 

Emmanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Baseley 
800 S Military St  
Dearborn, MI 48124 
313-565-4002 !

Resurrection Lutheran  
Rev. Scott Benjamin 
20531 Kelly Rd 
Detroit, MI 48225 
313-372-4902 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Braden 
4305 North Military Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48210 
313-894-7450 

Epiphany Lutheran  
Rev. Jonathon Krenz  
4219 Park Ln 
Dorr, MI 49323  
616-681-0791 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. David Fleming 
Rev. North Sherrill, Jr. 
2900 Burton St SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
616-949-0710 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Roger James 
135 W Green St 
Marshall, MI 49068 
269-781-8982 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Edward Steeh 
62657 North Ave 
Ray, MI 48096 
586-749-5286 

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word  
c/o Lutheran High Northwest  
Rev. Allen Lunneberg  
1000 Bagley Ave 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
248-930-0173 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Allen 
6356 Center Street  
Unionville, MI 48767 
989-674-8681 

Minnesota 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Preston Paul  
128 Filmore St SE  
Chatfield, MN 55923 
507-867-4604 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Steven C. Briel  
Rev. Matthew P. Johnson 
9141 County Rd 101 
Corcoran, MN 55340 
763-420-2426 

Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Franck 
2012 E Superior St  
Duluth, MN 55812 
218-724-2500 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rusnak 
10583 US Hwy 169 
Garrison, MN 56450 
320-692-4581 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt  
510 Olivia St 
Holloway, MN 56249 
302-394-2452 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt  
1746 30th St NW  
Holloway, MN 56249 
302-394-2308 !

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Brian Thorson 
47334 132nd St  
Lewisville, MN 56060 
507-435-2201 

Our Saviour's Lutheran  
Rev. Jon Olson 
1102 7th Ave SW 
Pipestone, MN 56164  
507-825-4124 

Glory of Christ Lutheran 
Rev. John Fehrman 
4040 Hwy 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-6031 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Schilbe 
2904 2oth St SE  
Rochester, MN 55904 
507-289-0271 

St Johns Lutheran 
Rev. Christopher Horton 
14385 Blaine Ave E  
Rosemount, MN 55068-5929  
651-423-2149 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Kuddes 
29972 570th Ave  
Waltham, MN 55982 
507-567-2272 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Sajban 
1157 3rd Ave 
Windom, MN 56101 
507-831-3522 

Mississippi 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. James Holowach 
4423 I-55 North  
Jackson, MS 39206 
601-366-2055 

Missouri 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Warren Woerth 
2211 Tenbrook Rd  
Arnold, MO 63010 
636-296-1292 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Rev. David Bretscher 
12397 Natural Bridge Rd  
Bridgeton, MO 63044 
314-291-2395 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Keith Ellerbrock 
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd  
Bridgeton, MO 63044 
314-739-0022 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Below 
15750 Baxter Rd  
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
636-532-0400 

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev. David Smith 
Rev. Glen Thomas 
12345 Manchester Rd  
Des Peres, MO 63131 
314-822-0447 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. James Gier 
1215 Baldwin St  
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024 
816-637-9800 !
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Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd  
Fredericktown, MO 63645 
573-783-2405 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd  
Gravelton, MO 63645 
573-783-2405 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Tyler Arnold 
Rev. Brandon Froiland  
6700 NW 72nd St  
Kansas City, MO 64151 
816-741-0483 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev. Frank Frye 

Rev. Mark Stirdivant 
2003 NE Englewood Rd  
Kansas City, MO 64118 
816-452-9113 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. James Dunn 
4203 Tracy Ave 
Kansas City, MO 64110 
816-561-0561 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Rev. Richard Futrell  
103 Kimberling Boulevard  
Kimberling City, MO 65686 
417-739-2512 

Village Lutheran  
Rev. Kevin Golden 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison 
9237 Clayton Rd  
Ladue, MO 63124 
314-993-1834 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. David Oberdieck 
1300 Kent Dr 
Lebanon, MO 65536 
417-532-2717 

Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb 
1075 E Urbandale Dr 
Moberly, MO 65270 
660-263-3256 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Keith Wachter 
8945 Veterans Memorial Pkwy 
O'Fallon, MO 63366 
636-272-4505 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Handrick 
Rev. Matthew Marks 
453 N West St  
Perryville, MO 63775  
573-547-8317 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Tyler Arnold 
Rev. Brandon Froiland  
6700 NW 72nd St  
Platte Woods, MO 64151  
816-741-0483 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Doug Gaunt  
4795 N Hwy 94 
Saint Charles, MO 63301 
636-250-3350 

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Lawrence Bradt 
200 Market St  
Saint Genevieve, MO 63670 
573-883-5361 !

Reformation Lutheran 
Rev. David Pelsue 
7910 Mackenzie Rd  
Saint Louis, MO 63123 
314-352-1355 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Kastens 
Rev. Jon C. Furgeson 
737 Barracksview Rd  
Saint Louis, MO 63125 
314-892-5610 

Prince of Peace  
Rev. Dr. Mark Smith 
8646 New Sappington Rd  
Saint Louis, MO 63126 
314-843-8448 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. Randy Asburry 
Rev. Daniel Preus 
5218 Neosho St  
Saint Louis, MO 63109 
314-352-0014 

Concordia Lutheran 
Rev. Alan Wollenburg  
836 Park Ave  
Sikeston, MO 63801 
573-471-5842 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Luke Wolters  
528 W Hudson St  
Wellsville, MO 63384 
573-684-2106 

Montana 

Christ The King Lutheran 
Rev. Ryan Wendt 
759 Newman Ln 
Billings, MT 59101-4742  
406-252-9250 

Nebraska 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rathjan 
34 Alden Dr 
Auburn, NE 68305 
402-274-4210 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Allen K. Strawn 
506 Main St 
Bridgeport, NE 69336  
308-262-0424 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. David Kahle 
1305 Broadway 
Imperial, NE 69033 
308-882-5655 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Lance Berndt  
Rev. Clint Poppe 
3825 Wildbriar Ln 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
402-423-7639 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Ebert 
510 S 33rd St  
Lincoln, NE 68501 
402-477-1710 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Jon Sollberger 
36712 Church Rd  
Louisville, NE 68037  
402-234-5980 

Nevada 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Douglas Barnett  
2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy 
Henderson, NV 89052 
702-492-4701 

New Hampshire 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Colageo  
673 Weston Rd  
Manchester, NH 03103 
603-622-1514 

New Jersey 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. Ronald Stephens  
340 Palisade Ave 
Garfield, NJ 07026 
973-478-7434 

New York 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Wade Miller 
9020 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
718-745-0130 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. Brian Noack 
48 Greene Ave  
Sayville, NY 11782 
631-589-3202 

North Carolina 

All Saints Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Ware 
17030 Lancaster Hwy 
Charlotte, NC 28277  
704-752-4287 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Kevin Martin 
1500 Glenwood Ave 
Raleigh, NC 27608 
919-832-8822 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Olson 
3353 US 176 North  
Tryon, NC 28782 
828-859-0379 

Ohio 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Stephen Lutz  
412 Fremont St  
Elmore, OH 43416  
419-862-3461 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Phillips  
2120 Lakewood Ave 
Lima, OH 45805 
419-222-2541 

Gethsemane Lutheran  
Rev. Brett Cornelius  
219 E Church St  
Marion, OH 43302 
740-375-0599 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Stephen Niermann 
16035 County Rd U  
Napoleon, OH 43505 
419-598-8961 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Green 
7500 State Rd  
Parma, OH 44134 
440-845-2230 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Rev. John Rutz  
13101 Five Point Rd  
Perrysburg, OH 43551 
419-874-6939 !!
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Oklahoma 

St Mark Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Erler 
1501 N Bryant  
Edmond, OK 73034 
405-340-0192 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Christian Tiews 
2331 E 5th Pl  
Tulsa, OK 74104 
918-592-2999 

Oregon 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Bruce Ley 
2515 Queen Ave SE  
Albany, OR 97322 
541-928-0214 

Pennsylvania 

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Podeszwa 
60 Rochester Rd  
Freedom, PA 15042 
724-728-3881 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Kieselowsky 
25 E Scenic Rd  
Springfield, PA 19064 
610-543-3100 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. David Young  
1169 W Street Rd  
Warminster, PA 18974 
215-672-8181 

South Carolina 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Christopher Burger 
2215 Devine St 
Columbia, SC 29205 
803-799-7224 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd  
Rev. Steven Saxe 
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr 
Greenville, SC 29609  
864-244-5825 

South Dakota 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Rev. David Lindenberg  
219 E Saint Anne St  
Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-721-6480 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Nix 
4801 E 6th St  
Sioux Falls, SD 57110 
605-338-3769 

Tennessee 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Philip Young  
800 Bellevue Rd 
Nashville, TN 37221-2702  
615-646-3150 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Portier 
1610 Pullen Rd  
Sevierville, TN 37862 
865-365-8551 

Texas 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Harris 
1207 W 45th  
Austin, TX 78756 
512-453-3835 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Nuckols 
Rev. Sherman Stenson 
3501 Red River St  
Austin, TX 78705 
512-472-8301 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
1701 N Broadway 
Ballinger, TX 76821 
325-942-9275 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Brent McGuire 
7611 Park Lane 
Dallas, TX 75225 
214-368-1371 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Carl Roth 
801 W 11th St  
Elgin, TX 78621 
512-281-3367 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
12358 Country Rd 5500  
Eola, TX 76937  
325-942-9275 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Grassley 
4513 Williams Rd  
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-560-0030 

Memorial Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. Scott Murray 
Rev. Ian Pacey 
5800 Westheimer Rd  
Houston, TX 77057 
713-782-6079 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. Laurence White 
Rev. Thomas Glammeyer 
Rev. Paul Williams 
5000 West Tidwell Rd  
Houston, TX 77091 
713-290-9087  
 
Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Glenn Huebel  
Rev. Dennis Kitzmann 
1308 Whitley Rd  
Keller, TX 76248 
817-431-2345 

First Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Monterastelli  
1001 Atkinson Dr 
Lufkin, TX 75901 
936-634-7468 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Randall Smith 
5084 Church Ln 
North Zulch, TX 77872 
936-399-5563 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
801 1st St  
Ozona, TX 76943 
325-942-9275 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. James Woelmer 
Rev. Robert Hill  
Rev. Jacob Sutton 
1701 E Park Blvd 
Plano, TX 75074 
972-423-7447 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. John Lindner 
3601 W. 15th St  
Plano, TX 75075 
972-867-5588 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Randall Wehmeyer 
3536 YMCA Dr 
San Angelo, TX 76904 
325-944-8660 

Mount Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Kim De Vries 
308 Mount Calvary Dr 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
210-824-8748 

Hope Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Baden 
417 E 2nd St  
Sonora, TX 76950 
325-942-9275 

Living Word Lutheran Church  
Rev. Daniel Quinn 
9500 North Panther Creek Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
281-363-4860 

Virginia 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Christopher Esget  
1801 Russell Rd  
Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-549-0155 

St. Athanasius Lutheran 
Rev. James Douthwaite 
114 Kingsley Rd SW 
Vienna, VA 22180  
703-455-4003 

Washington 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Freeman 
2071 Bishop Rd  
Chehalis, WA 98532 
360-748-4108 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Kurt Onken 
9209 State Ave 
Marysville, WA 98270 
360-659-4112 

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev. Ernie Lassman 
Rev Trevor Mankin 
7050 35th Ave NE  
Seattle, WA 98115-5917  
206-524-0024 

Wisconsin 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. John Neugebauer 
E 5221 Church Rd  
Algoma, WI 54201 
920-487-2335 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Rev. Matthew Ruesch 
409 West Willow St  
Bear Creek, WI  54922 
715-752-4855 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. Matthew Ruesch 
E8010 State Rd 22 
Bear Creek, WI  54922 
715-752-3601 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. T. Clint Stark 
110 E Grand Ave 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
715-723-6380 

Elm Grove Lutheran 
Rev. Larry Myers 
Rev. Eric Skovgaard 
945 N Terrace Dr 
Elm Grove, WI 53122  
262-797-2970 
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Mount Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Aaron Koch 
3820 W Layton Ave 
Greenfield, WI 53221 
414-282-4900 

Saint Stephen Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Seehafer 
Rev. Jonathan Szczesny 
505 N Palmatory St  
Horicon, WI 53032 
920-485-668 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Ricky Schroeder 
1228 S Park Ave  
Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Torkelson 
312 N Main St  
North Prairie, WI 53153 
262-392-2170 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Randal Poppe 
3700 Washington Ave 
Racine, WI 53405 
262-633-4831 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. Jacob Gilbert  
510 Kewaunee St 
Racine, WI 53402 
262-637-7011 

St Jakobi Lutheran 
Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt 
W 8089 County Rd A 
Shawano, WI 54166  
715-524-4347 

Luther Memorial Chapel  
Rev. Dr. Ken Wieting 
3833 N Maryland Ave 
Shorewood, WI 53211 
414-332-5732 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Bender 
W240 N6145 Maple Ave 
Sussex, WI 53089 
262-246-3200 

Pilgrim Lutheran  
Rev. Joseph Fisher 
Rev. Christopher Raffa 
462 Meadowbrook Dr 
West Bend, WI 53090 
262-334-0375 !!

Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Henrichs 
6021 N Santa Monica Blvd  
Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 
414-332-4458 

Wyoming 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Holthus  
1240 S Missouri Ave 
Casper, WY 82609 
307-234-0568 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Rosberg  
601 S 9th St  
Douglas, WY 82633-2704  
307-358-2810 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Firminhac 
Rev. Jared Tucher 
1001 E 9th St  
Gillette, WY 82717 
307-682-4886 

Redeemer Lutheran  
Rev. David Bott  
175 N. Willow St  
Jackson, WY 83001 
307-733-3409 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Shawn Kumm 
406 S. 19th St  
Laramie, WY 82070 
307-745-9262 

CANADA 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Keith 
5021 52 Ave  
Stony Plain, AB T7Z1C1 
780-963-2416 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Garry Heintz  
13 Marion St 
Kakabeka Falls, ON P0T 1W0 
807-473-9164 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev Jamie Bosma 
264 Wilson St  
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9 
807-344-8322 !!!
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